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tool and strength with which to develop her sense of self. Throughout her 
career as an English teacher, she has been time and again reminded that 
English is only a language on loan to her, and that she will always be cor- 
rected for her accent. Still, to her, writing is "an act of dis-alienation, of 
sensory claims" (p. 120). She knows herself to be, as she puts it, "the agent 
of my world, my life, and the meanings that infuse both" (p. 75). By telling 
her story and making sense of her life in a self-constructed narrative, she 
is, in effect, fulfilling that claim and moving ever closer to a self-made home- 
land. 

Full of rich and absorbing details told in an elegant and vivid language, 
Lim's accounts are feisty and disarmingly frank. Her personality emerges 
as the story unfolds with its vibrant images, characters, and memories. 
Sometimes lyrical, sometimes analytical, it makes thoughtful and engaging 
reading. 

Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada TERESA YU 

METROPOLITAN WATER USE CONFLICTS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. Edited by 
James E. Nickum and K. William Easter. Boulder (Colorado): Westview Press 
Studies in Water Policy and Management (Published in Cooperation with The 
East-West Center Program on Environment). 1994. xx, 219pp. (Figures, maps, 
tables.) US$55.00, paper. ISBN 0433-8779-5. 

THE FINITE NATURE of the supplies of clean freshwater for the rapidly 
expanding cities of the world, especially many in Asia, will increasingly con- 
strain growth and development options. This anthology explores both the 
pressures for more access to greater supplies of water and for better qual- 
ity. The essays often focus on conflicts between the interests of city dwellers 
and farmers. The anthology constructs a framework for considering water 
policy issues in the larger Asian and Pacific cities, and outlines notions of 
"deficit," "mature," and "post-mature" water economies which vaguely cor- 
respond to economic development phases. In this anthology, the case 
studies from the developing world, of Bangkok, Beijing, and Madras, have 
deficits and the more developed cities, Osaka, Seoul, and the Yahagi-Nagoya 
(Japan), have surpluses. The only case study that does not follow this 
dichotomy is that of Manila. 

This book is a cautious outline of the water crises emerging in the cities 
of the Pacific Rim. Yok-shiu Lee notes that by 2000, twelve out of the world's 
twenty largest cities will be in the Pacific Rim and ten of these are in devel- 
oping countries (p. 19). Rates of water consumption in urban areas are 
increasing with affluence. Within this context, outlying watersheds are 
being degraded and infrastructure standards continue to waver. A recipe for 
health disasters and economic problems? Probably, but the more severe, 
longer-term implications of these trends are explored only in the most 
reduced terms. James Nickum chronicles the strategies for water delivery in 
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Beijing, its reliance on the dry plains around it, and the shift from strategies 
emphasizing increased supply to those coping with increasing demand 
more through conservation. In contrast, the problems of shortages and 
poor water quality in well-watered Madras are far more daunting. Francisco 
Fellizar's prescriptions for the uneven development of water delivery sys- 
tems in Manila (pp. 96-98) suggest the major contribution of the book is 
casting light on more policy alternatives. The discussions for the more 
developed water supply systems for Japan and Korea highlight the inter- 
connections between rates of economic growth and demand, suggesting a 
slowing of the pressures for increased supply. The discussion of low-lying 
Bangkok underlies the need to consider the broader landscape context in 
understanding options for catchment and delivery. The final case study 
describes conflicting demands for water from farmers and the automobile 
industry, in a major area for Toyota, and highlights the dilemmas and lack 
of policy instruments that are currently available. 

This anthology is organized around the standard technocratic response 
to complex environmental problems which advocates "an appropriate bal- 
ance between market, administration, and user involvement" (p. 14) and 
ends with the statement, 'The public sector will unlikely be able to shoulder 
the burden of filling the remaining gaps alone - nor is it at all clear that it 
should try" (p. 209). While this anthology confirms that increased con- 
flicts over water catchments and delivery are inevitable, and that any 
solutions are complex and provisional, other discussions are sorely needed 
to illuminate specific stakeholders and their personal experiences behind 
what may well be some of the most severe and passionate environmental 
conflicts of the coming century. 

University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada GORDON BRENT INGRAM 

CATCHING UP IN TECHNOLOGY: Case Studies from the Telecommunications 
Equipment Industry. By Bo Goransson. Los Angeles (California): Taylor 
Graham. 1994. xiii, 203 pp. (Tables, figures.) US$55.00, paper. ISBN 
0-94 7568-63-8. 

THIS BOOK is a revised version of the author's dissertation. It will be of 
interest to readers of economics, engineering, policy studies, technology 
studies, and geography as its claims focus on technological choices in rela- 
tion to industrial growth, broadened in scope to include issues of 
environmental dynamics. The book summarily covers literature that pre- 
sents technology as causal rather than residual, or secondary to these 
changes in the three states of Brazil, India, and South Korea. It does so by 
delving into the literature on barriers and timing of entry of infant indus- 
tries, while critiquing the lack of concern for the origin and nature of 
technological change. By delimiting the telecommunication industry, the 




