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On Ezster weekend, 1984, [ went to Tofine
in Bxltish Colambis to film 2 demonsire-
Hon by 2 then tiny, local orgenization,
knowr s the Friends of Clayoguet Somnd,
agzipst the planned elear-cutting of
Meares Island by Machillan-Bloedel It
was miserably wet, and so roagh in the
harbows that a procession of small boats
had to be e2ncelled and the demeonsaton
adfeurned to the Iocal school During the
deley [ went op with the cemeraman ina
small plane. We fdew bebreen Meares is-
land and the narrow peninsula of Pacific
Bim Mazbonal Park, and then acoss the
island and around Clayogquot Sonnd, a
magnifisent landscape of steep, c=gpy
hills eowered in heavy coastal forest We
were buffetted by strong winds, a nanseat-
ing flight.

When we got around to the back of
Meares Island, the spectacle that greeted
us wes something [ will never forget All
arcund the sound steep hills had been dev-
estated by clear-mt logging. Crude moads
slashed around the hillsides had begun to
wash eawey ceafing hoge slides. The log-
ging seemed to have been wasteful T was
told leter that the westage was 30 per cent,
g0 great thet a separate Industry had
sprung up of small companies salvaging,
by helicopter, the wood left behind by the
clear-cutters,

I wag amazed that any selfrespecting
nzton could have placed such a glotious

landscape in the hands of profit-making
businessmen. But I was equelly astonnded
that any indusiry with the shightest con-
cern for its own foture could engage in
such insensate practices, [ came to the con-
clngion on the spot that not only Meares
istand, which then was under dispute (as
it sl is), but 21l of Clavequot Somnd, in-
cluding Vargas and Flores islands, shorld
be protected. Somewhere a halt had to be
made to the destuctive tendencies of homa
sspiens, But did anybody care encugh?
The hesrt-owarming and Wmepitdng an-
thology Witness to Wilderness t=stifies that,
ves, many thousands of Canadians do eare
enowgh, and ten years later have made the
fate of Clayogquot Sound into 2 major Issue
of public policy and have turned Canada’s
logging pracices intd a matler of interna-
tional protest. This hes been a remarkable
achievement, for these protesters have
contegted the entrenched power of govern-
ments shamelessly alizned with mema-

‘tionally mobilizec cpital {which, as weall

know to our cost, s now the dominsnt
influence in economic and social policy-
making in virtually every connbry in the
world)

The essays in Clavoguot and Dissent give
a detailed znalysis of what has been
achieved, and of the extremely unequal
forces at play. It is a superh book, and if the
counky were being properly run would
become required reading in every high
school civics course (if there are still such
things). But its conclusions are sombre,
and shoueld be of concemn to everyone who
cares about the quality of Canadian politi-
cal and socizl discourse, and about the fu-
ture of the county

Wilress fo Wilderness containg 120 short
pigces — poems, essays, reminiscences,
jokes, articles — half of them written by
women. [ am sore that many thousands of

Canzdians will recognize In the vision of
its authors an attachment to the earth and
to the nation that could give meaningtoa
collectivity that, in spite of cnr best efforts,
has come to seem almost insignificant in
this brutal and eonfusing world At the
same Hme, the book makes clear how
much comoutment s needed to appose
these powetfil] foroes, commitment by in-
dividuals who are apprehensive and fear-
ol of what i will mean to them If thev
stand wp o be counted. Many of the con-
tributors describe how conscience led
them to the conclusion that they must do
something. They are afraid when con-
fronted by the huge logging trudks, by the
taunts and insults of FenPie who hawve
besn schooied to think of them ac enemies,
by the solemn injunctions of the courts and
by the rough power of the police Most
people, especially of the middle clzss,
never have to confront such things, and it
is diffice]t What is equally moving is their
exhilaration at having done samething.
Some feel they can win, "With luek,
dedication, the power of a vast group of
individuals, and hope, it seems Ievitable
that Clayoquot Soend will be protectad,”™
writes Valerie Langer of the Friends of
Clayoquot Sound. "We have begun to set
the agenda for how we want to see par
wild lands, everywhere, respected....The
forest corporations are on the defensive
now, Their arrogance in the face of the

*public is turning ko panic as they begin o

comprehend that their days of controlling
the forest agenda are numbered.”

This is a bold claim, especially when
one thirks of the broader picture. Clayo-
guot Sound opens out to the whole situ-
ation of the global economy, where the
neo-conservative agends, fuelled by the
huge finandal power of the glant compa-
nies and their client governments, is roll-



ing over the hard-won rights of people
everywhere. As the anthology shows, op-
positon to this agenda, and to the hoge
network of offidials, police, judpes, unions,
managements and poblicsts who are busy
imposing i, reguires greater effort and
commitment than most people are able to
make,

The most shattesing revelation in these
two books is thee In gplte of the biggest,
best organized and most effective act of
civil disobediente In Canadian history,
and in spite of government promises to
redress the wrongs, in 199¢ the clear-rut-
ting of the Clayoguat's old srowth forest
is procesding as repidiy as ever

Cleyoguot ond Dissent ends with 2 men-
t2ge of pictures of many 1954 dear-cuts in
which salmon streams have been violated,
mountain landsoapes devastated and pro-
tective regulations flowted, a vear after the
provincial government supposedly put a
stop to all thiz. Every singie blodk exam-
ined in 2 Greenpeace audit of recent clear-
cuts hias violated provincal standarde.
Even govesnment audits from the last two
veers show that, on average, maore than
onesmeam with what the govesnment calls
“Bsheries concerns” is damaged by every
clearcut. The companies remain free of
prosecution, while citizens who have pro-
tested have been treated a5 eriminels. In
other words, the big companies have haen
permitted simply to flout the law at will
and 1o ride ronghshod over public dissent.

How could this happen? Ronzld B,
Hatch, an "I:.ngﬁsh profescon, has doneusa
great service with his long description of
the miasma in the courtroom. He has un-
derteken this task becapse, apparently,
lawyers are unable to eriticize the courts
for fear of damaging their careers.

The individual defendants wers never
permitted to mount a defence. They were
charged inftially with 2 cvil offence by the
Machillan-Bloedel company. If the camse
had proceedad in this way the defendants
could at leagt have defended themselves
en the gronnds of consdence — the uncon-
scionahble behaviour of the companies

would have been described in court To
prevent this, your friendly NDP provincial
government took over the case, which was
then prosecuted by the Attorney-General
who transformed the charge Into a crimi-
nal offence, namely, contempt of court. In-
dividuels who were not members of any
organization were treated as a mob — on,
in legal terms, &5 a group — and were
jointly charged &z such. The only evidence
permitted in court was concerning the
presence of the defendants on the logging
road and the reading to them of the infunc-
tion. If they admitted to both, they were
guilty. no forther questions asked. And the
sentences, up to 45 dayvs in fail and up to
51,500 in fines, for people with no previous
convictions for anvthing, were wildly oot
of proportion to those given by the same
courts to perpetrators of truly criminal
acts,

in & benutiful essay in the same boolk,
Dr. Manrice Gibbons, who offered himeself
for arrest with his wife Marguerite, de-
scribes how their lawyer told them there
was no real defence: their bast course wes
to go for & light sertence by pleading
guilty, claiming that they were confused
and didn’t realize what they weze doing,
apologizing to the court for their contempt
and promising never to do such a thing
agzin In other words, the only permissible
defence was to disavow the very purpose
of their highly principled actions! Is this
what the law has cote to in Canada?

The analysis in this book Teaves us few
grounds for hope for an improvement in
the human and ecological condition;
Clayoquot, after all, is ondy one of dozens
of similar issues being fought across Can-
ads and of thousands around the waorld. In
British Colnmbia alone there are more than
30 environmental flashpoints, not to men-
tion the many places in which igi
people areunder threat. There is, for exam-
ple, the battle over the Kemano Comple-
tion Project, & gigantic boondogele of the
provincial and federal povernments, allied
with Alcan. The victims, the Cheslatta peo-
pls, heve been trying with enly moderate

success to make a national issue of their
czuse. For another exzmple, readers might
like to consult Nemich, The L

" Country (MNew Star Books, Vancouver), the
latest In Terry Glavin's remarkable series
of studies of Aboriginal cultures It s an
agonizing story of an entively viahle Abo-
riginal ranching community in the Chileo-
tin which is simply being run over by
clear-cut loggers, in total disregard for the
ecmmanity’s Tights, and with Gevastating
effects on the fch human quality of their
Iives. Thit is happening in every ptovince.
1 will spare readers a sore complete cata-
logue of these horross.

Governments that are elected by the
people actually turn out lo represent the
companies. Langer seys provincial and
feders| governments have spent more than
&5 million on public relatons for the com-
panies in the Clayoquot batile, with five
times 2= much to come. The batde for
Clayogquot Sound hasz made it clear that the
only interest really served by clear-out log-
ging in the B.C, forest i that of the hoze
companies. Tt is a colonisi-type enterprize
in that most of its foits go to people else
where The highly mechanized methods of
the clear-cutters have reduced the B.C. for-
est workdoree by 25,000 in the last decade.
The union movement hes allowed this to
happen with scarcely 2 peep, and is now
passionately alipned against environ-
mental protesters becavse they are threat-
ening jobs! This is rainwashing on a major
scale.

Selective Jogging would not only pre.
serve the forest but would give local peo-
ple 2 stake in its use, through both profits
and employment Buot it is mnlikely that

* this will everbe undertaken. Every provin-
cial ent has handed over control
of the forests to private companies, to do
with them more or less what they will. In
British Columbia the instuments of this
surrender of public property are called
Tree Farm Licences, in Quebes, CAAF
agreenents.

When in the mid-"8)s I was resgarching
the flm [ referted to at the beginning of



this review (on the history of natiomal
patks), | learned to my astonishment how
this system works. Although Facific Rim
Mational Park had existed for 15 years, the
federal government owned only one per
cent of the land within the park, becanse
for years the Social Credit government of
B.C. had been holding the federal povern-
ment to ransom on behalf of the foresty
companies. Tree Farm Licences come with
an annual allpwable cuk; if the government
withdraws more than five per cent of this,
the companies are campensated. Thus the
Socreds were holding out for many mil-
Ticrs of dollars to be paid by the Canadian
texpaver to private companles in compen-
sation for their not cutting tress pwned by
the taxpayer! The same tactics were
adopted later in seiting up the national
Faxk in the Queen Charlpttes. In both
cases, T believe, the povernment suren-
dered and made the payvments. This is zn
aquitable war to run 2 country? Whatever
Ezppened to the public interest?

A fascinating essay in Clayoquot end Dis-
seni by UBC ecologist Lovs Maingon, alse
srrested, analyres how these corporations
wave come to have such wnchallengeable
sowes, and why all dissenting opinion has
® be marginalized. Beyond anvthing else
n thess two books, this essay should sive
honghtful people the heebie-jeebies.
vaingon describes environmentalists a5
« distinet cultural group, somewhat akin
o the Aboriginal people, in that they
wth "oppase the hegemony of techno-
Tatic corporate cultore® and the ecocide
t is practising. They share with the
tboriginals “the recognition of the earth
£ 2 living entity”. This is such a radical
dea that both groups have to be margi-
wlized by the technological-consumer
olture if it is to maintain its drive for
wolitical power

What makes environmentalists so dan-
ETous, he says, is that they too practise
dence, but of a kind that is heretical to a
wchnology-deiven society: The maingtream
othorities use the media to marginalize
tformed dissenters by packaging accept:

able fmages that will shape poblic percep-
tions. Tronically, even the Clayoquet pro-
testers were Forced into using the medi= to
publicize their actions, although they
knew that the media would reinterpret
{"mepadage”) their acHons 5o 25 to undes-
ming their grassmoots charactes “In effect,
the media 2ssumed control of the protest
to bring it into mainstream thinking”
transforming 2 profound ecological, cul-
tural and political protest into the familiar
categories of “trees, jobs and loa-
gers— The event is raped of its mherent
colteral significance.”

Mo wonder, then, that the legal process
was zlso rigged to deprive the defendants
of & chance to argue thelr case, Clayoquot,
says Maingon, poses the peed for a reas-
sessment of our cultural divecfion.

These twao books challenge the very
basis on which our sodety rests, Their
messzge Is not cheerful, but at lezst they
show that many people are not prepared
to g0 under without-a Hahe.

Boyer Kichardsor is an Olisog writer and
Jilmermaker who kaz speni yeers recording lost
enairormnenial and ko rights beifles.



