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Clearcut: The Tragedy of Industrial Foresiry,

Edited by Ball Devall. San Francisco, Cali-
formiz: Sierra Club Books and Earch Island
Tress, 1993, 291 pp. Phorographs. S5O0,

Before Clearct, a beaurifully produged
portfolic about environmental degradacon
would have been considered an oxyvmoron,
In the history of the coffee-table hoolk, this
ane 153 landmark. The beawrniful scenes of
California that Ansel Adams so carefully
manipulated through his camera beflows to
produce such books as This Is the Amerr
can Earth ser the scene for contemparary
environmentalism. Thirty years larer the
photegraphy is norso prety and we have
been reduced from celebration of tegion to
elobalized carnage. But the links to North
American romanricism, with all its contra-
dictions, soill pessist.

Insread of seducrive images for tourtst
comsumprion, this book caprures mauted
lamelscapes, The impact 35 olien over-
whelming and regularly discomforting,
This 15 a well-posigoned and well-compabed
specracle. But the immagery of Clsarnt 15
also prohlemaric. Almost all the phato-
graphs are devoid of people, rechnalegies,
aml sigms of communities. Most of the
imapery evokes a sense of solaton and
hopelessness, leading to lictle anderstand-
ing of the specific natre of the impact par-
ticular logging operations might have had.
There are only limired chaes to help the
reacder interpret and onderstand specific
relanionships the scenes indicare, The texe
o the side of each photograph provides
political thetoric but very littde informaton
ot b 1o imterpret the covironmental deg-
radation taking place.

Alomy with these mascive images aee 2
number of essays, Chris Masers mroductory
cssay 15 focused on the conversiom of ancient
foarcses, and essavs by Herh Hammond and
Reed Moss provide snme clear thenretical
andl goneepual inrductions w old-growl
processes and biodiversity, Bot most of the
other essays are muddled and chetorical,
The second half of the essavs, on alterna-
tives, are ne clearer cxcept for a fine out-
lie Hammond weore on “ecosvstem-
baged ™ foresery, The essays in Clearcat are
mere aloat the loss of old-groweh forest
ecosystems, long on philosuphy and shor
on deeail. This causes a schism besween
imagery and texs thar contributes to the
reader heing maore appalled bur not much
berrer informed. Some of the philosophical
ramblings and poems are so prenccupicd
with interconmectedness and Gaia tlia
thev wverge on the paranoid, The osage of

“hivregion” is inconststent. More problen-
atic, the relanonship benween declimng, log-
ging communirics and comng of the remain-
ing ald-groweh foresss is havdly explored.

With this reduction in the narrarive,
the photagraphs become fetishes—rthe Lo
word in acase barely made, The images
from Canada portray the most massive
destruction and are the most graphse. This
was probably due pastly to realicy, pardy
o availability of phorographs, and paerly
0 lack of understanding of the cureent
range of cutting operations, The images in
this porcfalio, for Vancouver Island asan
example, are grucsome partculary
rerms of scale and erosion—so had that
they deserve maore interpresive wex along
with the huee pages.

Clearcet 15 a hit of a rease and a bit of a
ramp, through a huge ropic, Mow that the
coffee-table book has been done, it 15 ime
to bear dowen on the relanionship beparcen
phormgraphic imagery and “place” in a
way that provides moze information and
critical perspectives, even when, as bere,
the phoroegraphers and authors have a
handle on the rruth.

Revieeped by Gordon Bremt ingemm, My,
Trgpenar i an assistant professor fn eniron-
mental planming with @ partiol appobe-
ment in the forest resoarces wravagennent
departnrent at the University of British
Crdusshia. He bas mounted several plato-
graphic axbifitinns on grotected areas, other
ofrent sinace, ammd enirenmental degradation.

MNuotural Resources Policy and Law:
Trends and Directions. Ldined by Lawrence J.
MacDonnell and Sarah F. Bares. Washing-
ton, DLC: Tsland Press, 1923, wiv + 241 pp
Motes, index, Cloth 538,00, paper $19.95,

This book, a commemoranon of the
ten-yeae anniversary of the University of
Caolorado Natural Resoarces Law Center’s
founding, collects wn diverse essavs mrear-
ing the ropic of nataral resource law and
policy. The authors, all distinguished aca-
demic commentarors, address broad 1ssues
of natural resource use and procecrion,
They amempt o predicr the funee course
of abtairs i this fiedd. Formnarely foe the
reader, the authors” prognostications are
mixed with a healthy portion of advotacy,
This makes reading MNatural Besonrces
Policy and Law boch strmulating and
sorthwhile. These essavs are written in a
cear and sccessible soyle, devoid of exces-
sive legal jargon, and are wellsuited both
for undergraduate and graduste students
ac well as peneral readers.

The first essay, *Bethinking Resoorces:
Teetlections on g Mew Cenerazion of MNanaral
Resouroes Policy and Law,”™ by Lawrence |,
MacDwonnell and Sarah F. Bates, discusses
how new ways of thinking abour natural
phenomena like rivers, forests, and the
armesphere have rransformed the concepr
af “natural resources.” Once considered
commuoditaes available for exploitanon,
these natural features are being considered
within their eoological conrext, connected
to other environmental compaments,
Maclkonnell and Bares stress the need for
adopring public policies based on inre-
grated natural resource conceprs, replacing
the “exploitation ethic™ with an ethic of
sussamable use,

In the second essay, “MNatural Resources
Law: An Historcal Perspecoive,” Clyde O
Martz describes the historical parrern of
natural resource policies thar encouraged
private development of nimber, water, min-
erals, and grazing lands. Martz argues that
developments in environmental law during
the last twenry-five vears stifled needed
resource and relaed economic development.
His essay stands our in rhis collection as a
call to view earlier natural resource policy
as the beacon o which madern socery
should return.

Cieorge C. Coggins weighs inwith an
gy an “Trends in Public Land Law
(A Title the Tnaccuracy of Which Should
Pecome Manibest),™ Thas essav is in sreik-
ing contrass to Maree, It toe describes the
evelution of public natoral resources law
et it finds cureene shortcomings to be
“simply the residue of moee or less ad hoc
developments over pwo contusies” {p 51
Coggins concludes his section with predic-
mons of future trends in public namral
resourees law, Among his predicoons ane
thar both multiple we management and the
prioe appropriaticn docerine of water allo-
caticn are doomed because *both prioe
apprapriation and mubfple wse are constnics
of an age that is row irrevesably over, and
hoth fic very poorly with modermn managpe-
ment imperatives and priorities” (p. 530,

Lawrence |. Maclonnell has written an
esgay entitled “Mineral Law in the United
Seates: A Sy in Leggal Change.™ In his view,
the lepal changes he discusses reveal morsed
significance of land and other psoonoe val-
ues and at the same mme decreased impor-
rance in American mineral development.
Ay examyde of this point is made 1o the
comtext of the constiutional regulacory
“raking” issue, which MacDonnell belicves
has shifred roward upholding significans
EOVECNMCAT TCSCTICoNs on mining.
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