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as cyberspace really "amived” for

many of us? Mot without i costs. Wil

the: various new webs and the expand-
ing net improve the lives of “minoritios "=
including gay men, leshians, and other
“seaual oullaws™) H.-l',.'hrr. Can the “the net”
“queer” [as o verk] and be gqueened? Only
sometimes. |s the net a particularky afirac-
tive space Tor sexual minofities? Apparantly.
But could the intrusion of cyberspace
replace real, physical public space and

I1'|i|k|! sarme III,!I:II_IJI! iII
reality, mone isclated
than they already ae? |1
may b already |'|.;||'||s-e.-|'|-
i, Can thae naet readly
provide a basis for eew
forms of Iu(:l'lrll'll:}ll anil
coammunily o can il Tune
tion only supsricially to
accommodate sexual
minanties? Unclear, Whal
15 gaing ko
happe

the net
Izzoimes

M G-

mescial-

el and

Saaryon Prasmbarul

consored?
It is proba-
bly geaing
foy ber mone
difficult te
find queer spaces that do nat function 1o
sell something or broadcast the banal.

I'wn thin books provide clues to the
trajectories of the information networks and

In search of JUEEI space on the intemet

their now hicrarchies while suggesting only
partial liberation from older forms of doms-
naticn and issation. Allucquéere Rosanng
Stone, Direcior of the Inlerachive
Muliimedia Laboratory of the Universily of
Taxas, spins bleak tales of only a lew gains
and as many of more lost opporunities.
Her wonderfully crafted stores illestrate
heaw particular pressures for retums on cap-
ifal. along with muddied agendas and cul-
loral biases, hove -;h:1;:||:|| the |:|:-|1|||l:r||1|
technolo:
gies that
WE se!
fesclay. This
has compounded old alien-
alions while mos! of the new
i]lf:{ull}ill'l(!"" P | hagaly
axplored. She cyplore:
“play,” interactivity, and com-

|1|,|||:r.\ as arenas for social
exparience. Bhe shows how
the “community,” elecironi
village stvle, that is being

marketed foday s a pale ver

sion of whal is possibile by
current technologies. Stone
concludes thal as soon as
cyberspace was estabilished

as a new realm of public space il was
quickly privafzed
Every day, now, we are bombardied with

messages o qo "on the n sophe |

knew aire strugagling 1o upgrade their com-
puters and peripherals o o pay the langer-
than-sxpected hills that come from moking
the: mistake of giving internet carriers their

credil card numbers, | was suspicious aboul
the hyperbole surrounding " the infomsation
superhighway ™ thal came afler | had an
email addmess for ten vears. Bmail for me
was associabed with tedious work and the
transfer of dry messages. [t did not bessomse
: 1 hang oul until people leamed

i pla

howy fo ekl pom and fo adverise
L | starad 10 feel like | was missing
something so | started qoing to places

sl ye

tions and larges, higher

wilh Tasie
resalution colour screens. My inabilite s
afford individual aco

[HEh]

55 1o those faster chips
|||,N|||:|| e o a new sork af |'IIIJ.I|ii: Space,
thiz cvbercale, bul it was sometimes swkward
as a gay man, For one thing. there is nol vory
||1|,||:h Space f]fll:rl iz mre |i|'||:-|.||h\.. |I'5.i|'|l:|
bes iy cabie sockely can be uneomiortable
whien the: man dominating the temminals hve



ner feminist pritensions and are panting and salvating on chat lines
wilth names like " 2wel |_>F||'|ri|:.-i " And they woubd becoime |'|i1_’_||l|!. Elgi-
tuteedd i they were waiting and sow the felktale erection or iends’
podite Boraws inin lezzie smut. Actually to get on o the intemet is to
bty comnbrowted with the margimality of its Tew gueer sites. In Cily of
Bits, Mitched| argues that
the worldwide computer network—the electronic
agora—subverts, displaces, and radically defines our
nations of gathering place, community, and urban
life...The Net negates geometry...il is fundamentally
and profoundly antispatial.
But far most |_||_:|_:-||||_:_ |:|<:|1i||n:_,| on 1o the ael i Tar fiom seamless,
The space of access, sven whan irying to get on through a pri-
vate elephone line, is Tull of conflict masked by the free market,
Eardy on in his book, Milchell acknowledges the powsr nelation-
ships that are reenforced by the underlving architeciures of

these electonic landscapes,

So the Net eliminates a traditional dimension of civic

legibility. In the standard sort of spatial city, where you

are frequently tells who you are. (And who you are will
often determine where you are allowed 10 be).

The starkness of the new hicrarchies ememgoes:

The bandwidith-disadvantaged are the new have-notes.

s simple; if you cannot get bits on and off in sulfi-

cienl quantity, you cannot directly benefit from the Net.
How will we sunvive in the land of iZ\.‘hl’:HrlEn'tl'! a8 our livelihoods
are ncreasingly ed 1o if? Mitchell outlines an ambiguity that
will inewitably lead to alienation in the ranks of underpaid “intal-
leciual workers,”

It will no longer be straightforward to distinguish

between work time and “free™ time or between the

space of production and the space of consumption.

Ambiguous and contest zones will surely emerge.

For any kind of cultural or sexual minonly o oulright oullaw
this all seems like business as usual. And why should it be other-
e "‘\.'l:lf|'|i|l|:| makes this l|=:-::|'||'||:-||:'||;|':,' F!H-I'“I:ull"lll'r different from
what has come before. There are some new possibilities, but few
are heing developed hecause there not clear strategies for m
keting them, as Stone llustrates in her chronicle of the nse and
fall of the Atar Lab where virtual reality research was reduced to
the early wave of computer games,

fr-

confess o becoming asily borad with queer life in cyber-

space, Mavbe | lose interest oo easily. In looking for new

queer space on the inlemel, | ofien go through familiar gate-
wirys such as university lesbian/gav/bisexual bulletin boards,
{eg., Berkeley's or the Cyber Queer Loungel, Thene are the politi-
cal bulletin boards, occasionally with fresh news, and the grow-
ing international links with & fess countries such as France, The
miake homoersticism, especially since the recenl federal cansor-
ship legislation in the United States, is horing and predictahble.
Web sites anented o women are stll rare, The “sharing,” per-
sonal promotion and narcissism on the male home pages are
often tedious, e.q., in the Rumper Boom from Tecas and
Momwegion Halvor Roknes Johansen's sconning of every aspact
ool hig life and his |:||:-r|'_c. It is not that | don't like poarm, o when it
15 possibbe 1o tell the difference, broadeast “shanng,” but i

begins to all ook the same. This fin-de-millénaire will be known

for its heavy emphasis on “dicks” in (cvberspace rather than any
sort of equity in the broadcasting and sharing of intimate digital

i|11¢:|'_|1-:r'.. The net is still i.;ug-uh' a hoy 1oy,

It dlenzsn’t Gk muoch time, sitting and wading through the
“darkronm” images of the Amsterdam pink pages, o realize that the
net is really about selling accessones. A odimentany mowse gams
albows the user to fish out vpermasculing images of men with mem
bers and asses exposed in kitsch poses. Thenz is an ambsguity sug-
gasting parl vacation and pard slave auction. But evendually the
“game” savs that a mle has been broken and it is ime o boy, buy,
buy, There ane ordenng nsirucions. So much for the “free” nide.

ometimes | find gems but they are put on and tekes of

unpredictably. For queer activism, cyberspace, like sexual

minorities in real public space. is often valatile and fleeting,
Ihe London Leshian Avencers have had an inspiring home page
as have the Guerrilla Girls. The: most interesting quesr “ard™ in
cvbemspace, so far, is subversive parody such as the television
network of Dyvke Action Machine (DAM) 10 is sibes such as this
that reproduce crifical framewarks through humoue ather more-
of-the-same consumernsm. Bul even the arlists of DAM!, with their
careful deconstructions of gender and leshian culture, are still
|r'|f!]-!’.'|',.' ri:e!r:tin:j toy the commercial, availahle I-e:-|:|||'||'||-:||;}' s ralher
than finding the space 1o develop new visions and media config-
urations. Wiorks as these may create some of the queerest spaces
in this decade, but they are still vesrs away Trom subwverling the
means of ransmissions so as not simply o eproduce the mes-
safes already built into these media

The prospecks of inding gueer space on the net will contin-
ue 1o be about the same as on the streets and in other *public”
places except thal access o cyberspace s mone expensive.
Doubtless. there are some strategic advantages to being ahle 1o
manoguvee through cyberspace and 1o save on lelephone lls
and postage. The new worlds, the places o "engage”™ in pro-
foundly different ways, are waiting o he constructed, bt they
remain as limited by what is aleeady here as they are expanded
by technological possibiliies. Time will tell how much of life in
cyberspace will be subsumed in kitsch consumerism al the
expense of real communication, engagement and commeniey.
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