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YOUR SOUL BONE IS CONNECTED
TO YOUR THIGH BONE

Author celebrates re- dzscovery of sex
and its role in bemgfully queer

' by Brent ingram
Sex Between Men: | '
An intimate history of the sex lives of gay men postwar to present
by Doug Sadownick
HarperCollins

his is a book about gay male sex, lots of it, and our many values and codes of con-
duct. Doug Sadownick is a jnumallst turned psychutherapiit who has turned boy
talkinto an art form. - %
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Th;: mu 'L:‘. paaaugt—. hu.u ﬁ'u. ﬁunﬁ'nfwmm lieallig is Dgsed on 1WWW
about desire, sex, and community in the Age of AIDS. Sex Between Menis a playful and
~ powerful chronicle of how gay men in North America have connected erotically over the
fast half century. Sadownick reflects on the fact that “half of the time has been spent in
i ecstatic experimentation; the other half in recovery and depr&ssm n.”
e —— Sex Between Men Is about “trying to put the sex— and the
d . "\  feelings around .ml*—»back in hnmnsexual" and looks at
~ how sex creates
consciousness and
: community. Sadownick
- focusses on the age-old “antagonism
between fucking-with-abandon and fucking-
with-caution” which he relates to opposing Greek
gods, “the culture of desire versus the culture of
containment; the culture of respectability versus
the culture of outlaws; the culture of Dionysus :
versus the culture of Apollo; the culture of ﬁduniS*
es versus the culture of ageing queens.” '
The Age of AIDS has been only one more chapter in
this historical saga. Sadownick starts with the sit-
uational homoeroticism of the second world war,
- looks at the 1950s and early hom pphile move-
ments, looks at the sexual revolution and gay iib'—
eration, reflects on the dizzying changes with

AIDS and queer natlnnallsm, and ends Inulung at “the secnnd wave nf the AIBS epi _ _emlc
- that beqan around 1993. i : : '
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Along the way are great stories, ”dmy talk" wnth spmt and empathyr, and |mpnrtant facts.
While he dnes nut hide the damage from what he pnlitely caHs mtracnmmumty catﬁghts ,:_:

as creaﬁve-—-—and not precluding nf ”hut" sex MI isnot weli ata time ofa mntinuing i
epidemic; racism, a continued amphasrs on mn:e transm:rrv,r furms uf Iank; and wlnera‘
 bility to the worst forms of crass consumerism.. o
Throughout Sadownick's often raunchy forays into the haths, washmums, sex partles and 5
bedrooms of gay America, he looks for god in many forms. He believes that even with all !
the traumas and setbacks from AIDS gay men are quickly moving to an acr.ess:ble tttlture
where gay sexuality, sacredness, and spirituality are intertwined. B
‘There is an optimism which is more substantiated in dreams and visions than current reahnf;f’f
ties. But just how important is sex for gay men? Sadownick shows how over the yearsits :
role in people’s lives and its social function has varied tremendnusty but has led to the -
better parts of us and not the worst and concludes that, “the odyssey of gay lifeover
five decades proves at Ieast thls muth that a maglcal ﬂlread 1|nits une s thlrd eye wnth-.- :
. one’s cock.” |
While this new ‘mindfulness is stlll a ways uﬁ fﬁl‘ many nf us, Sadﬂwmdm shﬂws that |fwe ": S
have already travelied such great. dEstan:es in just half a centm)f, HEW depths of ¢ empa-
~ thyand mnnectedness is mewtahie : e

5_§8rfnﬂnymm is an aspiring queerscape. archnett based fn Punmurer whm- Farge antﬂm‘agr,ﬁ': i
Queers in Space: .f.andscapes_aﬂdurgmafized Sexualmes and (ammumﬁes gaes'tn pness any .. .
_';duynaw e |




