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Sex Migrants

Paul Wong’s Video Geographies
of Erotic and Cultural Displacement
in Pacific Canada

by Gordon Brent Ingram



Pail Whonps latest video, Blediog Mk s Weiter: Sex e Tl Meip Wl

important and indicative work lrom todavs Hux that once was, not so long
aw, called the (Canadian) West Coast “scene,” This tape works within ver

sutbwverts the genre ol AN educational video, mappir

.,-:s|||rn_||.:1}; “rew world” ol kl""l"l-” cment, loss and Iractared

aptimesm. Olver the last hlicen vears, the AlDS educatio
wideo has become a crucial means for descrbing ouce
culture and for asserting a range of experiences of marginal-

ity The AIDS pandemic and activist responses oot have

progressively destabilized the hegemanies, the hicrarchics

.\,'||||_i I'll'l:\,||||_|.!rll_'l.I|I ll'L'L||||'L II)'L{_' .!"1{' {II_'.\,Illl |.':I.-:I:u 2if llull.ll.'

Wiorter: Sex T The New World is more than a good intreduction

(18] e -.-.|||||_|x|||| I,||-_' ".".'.\_ gl Lol e |_-::;|||,| L LT .|1.|I 1%

the stufl of new Canadian mvehology

Paul Wong's World

Paul Wang was born in Prince Bupere, British Columbia, and
now Dives in Mancouver. He has produced videotapes, perlon

mances, photography, and installatons, Many of Wong's

wiorks have been exhibited and televised internationally

notahly Prime Cuts (198100, Confused Sexcinl Views ( 1984, 5o

You { 199}, and Body Flaad (1996), He participated in the
fownding of several artist-mun centres in Canada, noably
Video In Studios and O Edge Productions. Tn 1992 e
received the Bell Canada Award tor Video At for his many

contributions Lo l|||_' I1a_'||_1 ||'| 15995 IS N._ll,l-::-l'.._1| 1 ._||'|._'|'. 1
Canada in Chitawa presented a solo exhibition ol his work
His current work-m Progress 15 entiled Cultnral Dirgairae

Wiong has thrived throa

he kind of entreprencurial
srraris and 1|||\-:_ '.|1_|l law Lo waste any AT g lisiois of
2 “laid back” West Coast Titestyle, His edge comes from
AW L in Prince |{|,||'-|_'|I_ on the north coast. a town
busilt an the heady, toxic optimison b casy money and specu
|,'1i-r||| |_|'|.,1| was the cnginge of |',':|_|r||_ Canada lor ower a

century, Today, it has some of the b

hest rates of hard drug

I [{- - Lisi ._||!|,1 LII:I-IIIl_"\-\.l,ll_ '-.||||{"'11_|_' im [ ._||:.'.L|._| "l."‘i g el ol .|||1| |'u._'
Ch‘ "””!”, o magle a name for himself as the badly needed had bow in
Ina IO r Vancouver durme the 19805 when the art community was
C vel again, grappling tor an idencoioy. In this curment moment
an ada of expansion and contracton in West Coast CONCmpHarary

culture, Wong is a survivor it not one of its most perennial

tricksters

More than Just an AIDS Educational Video

¥l 1 J T

Ilewding Milk & Water begins as an AlDS education video, but ends as an
impartant new map of the emerging geographies of spatial, cularal and
social migration and dis-place-ment on the west coast of Canada

Communalaty s dilficule o ind . and see Life as almost terminal by [RTEIA R EEN AT



im the land that some Chinese dialects reler o as "Gaolden Mountain
[ilend

attempt o transtorm their lives. make homes and carey on. This waork

Ailk & Woater delves into the means by which people survive, travel

compiles excerprs from a Pacific Rim future thar is increasingly bound v be
one part Bade Buneer, ane part “information superhighway” and one part
|'||'|\,|_'||‘1I_-|,' |':.r||i|:||_.1| CCONOIMY T|1|_' r'.1l.||:_|1 L |||I-::|.‘| .'||1]l.|l.'|‘||. 0l '.l'u.- ‘C{-’-_-u t..l.'lﬂ‘-\.l. 1%
TEMLIOILES .;'I.;1{'|_|<||!'-.' with the continued destruction ol its foresis and the
decling of its industrial base, These condimons, masked by convenient imlu

sions of torcign wvestment, provides a testing ground lor new forms of

survival, culture and sometimes even community. In this way, Blowding Milk &
Water s a series of episodes (rom a latier-day Canadhan saga in which the
ending is tar from being settled

Education, especially that dealing with information on sex, bas different
fusctisns for different social groups. Kaowledge can nurture better envicon-
ments for sate and consensual sexual pracrices, But, taday the “target groups
are shifting, and in this not-so-very-brave new world nearly evervone experi
ences some kind of low and terror around sexually transmatted diseases. As
these feelings of displacement are imernalized, they force various migrations
hetwern |1n|11,'~.||;_,5!- SpMIES and social atfinities

A decade and a halt inte the pandemic, the impacts of ANIS have imter-
sected with other lundamental social and |1|!l|1|:|l..'|| CEOMETIIL LIlnl-'l'l_'.: = such as
demographic migrations and formations of local culiures on the Brivsh
Columbia coast, This muzht be generalized as the shilt from “colomalism” 1o
what, today, s barely understood in such vague terms as "posteolonial narea-
Fives ".:{};.ngu micta e ol |r'|',|_'11.'||.;-.l.'\.I forcuses on the West Coast and on
Chinese communitics in MNaorth Amenca. But, te sbot Blending Mk s Waler. Sex
I The Mewe World imta a mestly gay Chinese andfor AIDS category would be o
vhettoize it and Pvpass its broader implications, The underlving narmative of

Blending Milk and Water
Sex In The Mew World

by Faul Wang

Blending Milk & Water: Sex in The Maw World s a
croas-cuttural documendary aboul the diverss views
of smi from bwenty-two people. The recollactions
fears, and opinicns of young peophe, prafessionals,
health workers, edwcators, arhsts, community
activiets and prople ving with AIDS are rmived

I January 1994, Henry Koo of ASla (Asian
Society for the Interventan of AIDS) in Vancouwver
callad a mesting to digscuss prodwcing new educa
fienal materials for the Asan community, particularly
i Vancouwver. We recognized that sex was not being
adequately discussed m Chinese communities in
Marth America. Aler numercus meetings, we
decided 1o make a videotape, Because these
communities are dwverse and fragmented by many
social, economic and poliical differences, the lape
was designed (o inchede a wide range of exper-
ences. This project was dificull because Chingae
Canadians and Armericans are often sharply divided
histonically, geographicafly and sewally. And commu-
mcations are often complicated by language diffoer:
ences.

Wi felt that a video would be the mast acces
ginle form lo stimulate discussion on sexual health
and “educaban” for the prevention of A0S, Although

the aral languages o Cantonese and Mandann are

vary diflerent, they have tha same writlen form
Ewvesrything in the vickeo m iled in Chinese and all of
the Chinese segments are sublitled in English,
Some subtitles are hberal franalations whde others
are: mare playlul spproximations. Thare are alzo key
differences in nuances between Tanvan, Hong Kong
and Beijing lorma, This project has involved an extra
ordnary Community process mace possible by the
commitmen of dozens of wolunteors, Each particr-
pant was interiewsd lor thirty menutes, and the
shooting was completed in 1995, The tollowang ane
axcampts from the merviews that louch on ongin,
denihly, secuihly and place.

Chao Xin: Ky name s Lin Chao Kin, | cams ram
Nanﬁng_

Cathy: My name | Cathy Cagiha Mana G
miriure of Chrstian Catholio that was iniliratad

agher Il s a

ivo indonesia wharn | was bam

Peter: I'm an investmant immigrant from Hong Kang. |

Garie fare be ODen a na arand

Ed: My mame is Ed Lee. I'm a Chinese-born Canadian.

FUSE Wolume 20 Numbori1 WINTER 1997 18



Bao Ai: it's hard lor tradhbonal Chinese haritage bo lake
roob i Japan. The lapanese don’t sasily accepd

ather cuflures, bt it's difesent hare,

Dana: | ihink my modhber waanied o e Whibe Decadss of
the axtarmal pragsuras of living in a Whibe
SUpeamaCiel Sociey. She wag ashamed of
being Indian. For the lorgest fime, it's so funmy,
zhi tokd people that ahe wae Japanese and
French. Bacausa in tarms of who was the ugli-
ast an the lisk of minorities, the laparese and
Franch weren't as had as the Chinesa and the

INCiENSG

Lilan: Dwring the war, the family moved to Chungicing
which was the war capial, After the war, wa
wind back to Boging and left there again just

brfiore the Communists ook oeer

Jennifer: | don’ want bo rewesl my real name. 'l use
Jenniler. For the

1z months when | cames

fere, | creed for

y mighils because al the

unspedkable lenalnase

Chao Xin: | taught chemical angineenng at Unversily in

Manpng. I'm now warkeng as a hamdyman.

Raobin: | work in Chinese broadcasting &5 a Wice-grag-
deni m ma:kel:ng

Sushi Bar: | personally define mysel as a screaming
drag quesan

Winston: Hercen fakes away your sax drive =0 when |
wiah using a lol of heroin | really didn't hasee

Eo

Lin Bo Al He should be heaaer than me and ot bald. |
fikex bim shen bt nol wimpy. [ preter bhim sbm

favw b

eii laber on he'll gt fal anyway.

Henry: My current parines is the only relationship that
Ve aver had. He wa 1he Tirst for me, my hral
daba my firal redahonabes, my firgt sazisal
encountar, | believe, it was after the third date
—we bacame ph:,-s.:::.al

Lim Bo &l: But Chinese man will do the groceny shop:
png. Thay help with housework and thay

g -k Bir weoameen,

Dana: i's not so much why not a Chi
ahik

o man, it's that

| just wartt 1o wn with an Indian man.

Ed: | remember a ne om a mose—"it was like an ce-

wrm veorlel.” | wias charmed. Everything came
very easily. | was educated. | had a wery good

ot | had & wile from & very prominent s

i
W hved very well. We didnl want angtheng. 1t
wag s,

Robin: When two peopl who get 1ogether, get to knoe
ona andthar and grove |.l>‘.'_|BI ner a8 a cougpsa,
refationahips often fall apart when they move to
a new place or have new devalopmanis n their
bvas. These are ganene emotional crises

] ] i
Blending Milk & Water reaches bevond a sort of discrete, queer "Chinatown
where there are now more than a few culivrally displaced non-Chinese and
heterosesuals

Miost Canadians, whether they have been born in Hong Kong aor Halilax
experience the lesss el elder forms of commumty and a rootlessiess that
forces many o move 1o larger metropolitan areas such as Vancouver and
Torona. And, most ol us are leading lives as sexual Beings in a context in
which A0S has displaced our erotic and emotional worlds in ways that make
s mgrants "l.l'lt.' |:-|,"||-::-||--|:-|.;M-‘ of s0x |:-!.'-.u'\. many of us n new classes of
social migrants, moving within and between communitics, in a manner that
makes the distances hebween Vancouver and, far example, Hong Kong not
seem s lar

Wlesid
who s This video is not st about worrrving about HIV and h.n"—u_u saber sex

or hinding comio

g ik & Waer 15 not just about being Chinese or loving someone

ind communality despite ongoing loss. In this period of
increasing secial instabality of migrations and displacements, the very
personal terrors and losses of living through an epidemic collide with arid
theory that has anlv begun 1o tell the “dificrence” in tangible terms, between
"colomalisms,” “nea’” and “post.”

The West Coast isa Canadian region hit especially hard by ALDS, from

ray ghettos to Indian reserves. The transtormation, or at least the imicial

displacements ol the roles and experiences of sexuality and erotic relation-

ships, have taken place in a petiod of major demographic shilts in cultre
class, and broader ecanomic conditions, [t should be mentioned that only
one hall of the people whio have ||||5_r'._1I|_'-;| o Pacific Canada in the last decade

are trom overseas while the other halt come from the rest of Canada. Only a



portion of overseas immigrants are from east and southy Asia, Theretore the
spectre of the "influx of rich Chinese” as perceived, tor example by thee

anglophiles of “Little Rhodesia” in the Mancouver suburb of Tsawwassen, is

maore myth and paranoia than reality

neveri 02926

IS
S

Race is a code word {or loss of security, and cultural security lor many is
still vied 1o British Columbia as the lingering vestige of a tar-fung colonial
DLLE ookt e shift i the caltural location of British Calumbia from European
imperial margin o picturesoue Canadian window an the Pacihic Rim has
involved many ver-to-be-resolved political questions classified under the

heading “greater equality’; persistent inegquities in the control of “public

fands must be confromed

Since entering Canadian Conlederation in 1871, British Columbia has
harcly decolanized with respect te aboriginal land ownership and sover
caanty And it was only in 1949 not so ||-"1g ago that Chinese Canadians
were fimally siven the vote. The vision of some sort of posteolomal” reality is

still a long way off. Chinese immigrants, among other immigrants, always

made up a signihicant portion of the non-Native population.® The Chinese

huilding British Columbia decades before its entry into
i

Contederation. Today, hvbieid east Asian and south Chinese commaumties that

“seitler was

were formed in the colonial period, increasingly mediate between the last
gasps of amglocentricity and the growing challenges oo it Not coincidentally
stratepies lor Al prevention on the West Coast have been increasingly
cross-cultural and obten ocus on culturally based guestions o mumacy
communication and security rather than earlier dichotomies ot “gay” and

straight

Ed: At timas whan tha urge came i wags diffizull 10
quash, It would rewes el ke an ugly

maonsiern | would do

in the park,

v things e go have sex

Cathy: | enjoyed baing almost B a voyeur and baing
paid for it, But i o

T M Iy maErrage

Robin; God does not intend for homoseauahty 10
happen,

Ed: My moiher was vary Christian. So, | was like their
gift from Gaodd, | got married for them. | was

I:.-ﬂg ther lives, | did what thoy waned.

Jennilar: Thay dedn’t know | was a leshian. | did want lo
tall tham, I'm not & coward, | just couldn’
becauss of the socaal pressures.

Winston: [ was a rebellion because if society didn't
accept ma &g a gay man, well, | would just bee
n ihe fringes of sociaty with all the other
assorimant of cutcasts

Cathy: | have a son who is fifteen and | remember living
on Sinzet Beach. He would walk out to see
the beautilul suneats. Cne night he 1

*ihesa’s & man, he asked me to go bo hes

ucd,

house® .. | reazad that it was a pick-up ploce
for gay people, which I'm totally open abouwt
excapl My 800 was 8o young. You know, |
didr't know what to do

Peter: I | noticed gay tendencies al the chidhaod
stape, I'd ry 1o reform them.

Ed: | fraly fold my wie atier fiva poars of marnage thal
| was gay. And the mamsage continued on for
anather sight years. We were marmed lor the-

e years,

Arika: |'m very cloga 10 my aurt, The funny thing is that
| haven'| coma cut o her yel. | plan on dong
that soon cuz she's faking me to San
Francisco

Jennifer: | laft the country that | was in | left a very wall:
paying 5100000 a year job. | el all that
bacauss | was dying spiritualy

physacally 85 8 human beaing

Gilbert: Homosexuality esnists, Thare's nothing bad

abaul it s nod like they rob or comm crimes.

Rabin: I my son lelta rme ha's gay, | would Bl

eibuation to sae if it's & dalesion

Jennifer: My sister wiote, "I cried whan | found out, nat
because you are & lesbian but because 1

couldnt suppen you not knowing all these

years. | cannot imagine all youwr paan and your
sorrow. | love you and am happy that you have
fakd me.”

Arika: Just beng prowd of wha | am and being myself. |

have freands and famuly who 5epport mae

FUSE Yolume 20 Numberi WINTER 1097 21



Video as Geography:

Mapping West Coast Queerscapes

In AIDS videos, two very ditferent sty ol L'qlll-;_.;illlll.ll :_lllul'\-\.

and pedagogies are increasinaly blurred. The Hrst agenda is
(1} ] L["!'flh"“r.' h-'.'\ll: imtormatsn on ||!|_' :'II{_'I,_I!.'-III-'\_" I'II ‘1.\,|||_' LUK
as Clearly as possibly, and the second s the longer-term and
still vague praject ol creating “space” for ellectively assering
erotic desire, and supporting more careful and consensual
I.II.". IR -TTHAR I -'III'I,II'I':I '-1_'\.||.\,|| s 1\‘- masre _||":I:I Mg
prople are paming access o the hasic information, this [aes
and

poal hecomes increasimgly tmportant for "the long ha

foar the development of eraticized cultre, as the ray

ages ol
SRS comtinue o shock and Torce us, oo matier how numbly
1o react. Conlronting AlLYS whether tor educational purposcs

o bor the makang of art, requires a tuller exploration of

specihe locations, bath culiural and peographic. New exami

nations o race .IIIII 'IIIII_'I Fritis| |'||'_ |"' L'L!M{'!'\l\,' '1||,:|.\,'||_{_'|,i in

contexts ol political and culwiral economy tor there to be any
:'.'II."‘. ance |-|||'.I Ll "':III":II".'
laday, many AILS videos are as much about determining

the mature ol “context” with respect 1o the |'||.|-;_|_"t.. i which
particilar people are, and how they choose where o go, as
v ol thee wirus itsell. In this
sense a video such as Blewding Mi Worter look he h

L aw wch as Dlewainl Alitk & Werler looks at the pathios

they are about the epidemiolo

of place and placelessness as much as the dis-ease isell. The

rersion emerges trom the often contradictory and abfuscated
relationships between vanous groups of Chinese Canadians

* and the not-so-cohesiee society called British Columbia, as

much as trom che general history and trasectones ol HIY, But

what kinds ol maps can a video compiled from interviews

ove

create and where can they take us? Here, it is worth loaskimg

H

more closely at the history of marginalized sex and sexuali

- "
- ties oan the Pacibc Coast
!g Vancouver, Victoria and Prince Rupert are relatively new

l\.llil.l|||-:|| LOa' TS |||.I!|| omn N.”!'\.I' L.I||III.\,|I cenlres, sorme af

which may have existed tor at least 5 000 vears, Vancouver
was cstablished as a coay i 1886 wah the compleuon of the
Trams-Canada Raibway. Twa decades betore this, Victoria

hecamc a Hudsan's Ray L'-::-||||:|.|||'L- town, and twoe decades

later Prince Rupert was established as the Pacific terminus 1o
the northern rail line, Soon afver its founding. Vancouver also
hecame the northerm wermimes of the Great Morthern Bailway, These towns
existed, tor most of the first part of the century as way stations in a colonial
landscape between Europe, Asia and later the Unived Staces, Like mineteenth
century San Francisco, wath s similar patterns of labour and immigration

Pacific Canadian towns hecarme major sites for both “sexual racial and pendes



Winston: Socely is very inlolerant albout differences.
And as & knd you don't want 1o be different. You
i Just want 10 be ke everybady efse and be
crossings T and the instituoenalizavon of racest '|1n|r|_|<_'\. This contradictinn accepled.

remains central, even today, inany exploration of Chinese Canadian calwire P T K i 1l "
T, ] rawfords: | have spoken to my thres-year-ald daugh-

SICXLE Ill'\' ain I I'IHL F'i:ll' JEalIT) 'II . 'IH‘.I"I' el 1% LER 1y FW'E bl 11§ -
A g example, as the Trans-Canada Railway was being ter—that & polential parines for her could be a

i sted by e workers 5 an anti-Chinese head tax wa ; ! '
completed by Chinese workers, in 1885 an anti-Chinese head tax was mala or famale. Sheasama o think that aha'd

enacted and mamtained lor thirtv-cight vears followed by policies of active Hue a malke lor the most par because she
exclusion umtil 1949 In the months following the incorporation of wanls ko wear the dress and he's suppoae 1o
Vancouver s |r.|-::-|||:L-' was crimnahized i Britam |._1|';-_l\|_'|1.' 1N response (o the wear the sul al the cerermony. Bul now, she's
cxpansion of spaces of relative sexual "anarchy” that extended from ceniral enterianing ideas that they can both wear

fancy dresaas al the caramong.

| wezril straighl Iram a straight He, One week

| was at a gay bas, the week alter hal | was n

a dresy.
L2 = - Wayne: | know that my parems are very wnusoal lor
E_.I. iE Chnese. First of all, they've been accepting of

me beangg gay, and secondly, they'vwe besn

acoepting ol all ry boylmands

Peter: |1 was a lithe uneasy lor ree mesting Wayne's
dad and fmcing bim Ive years older than me
and his stepmother sight years younger than

me.

Cathy: That's the most praciical thing, masiurbate, learn

10 rastiiate.
Dana: | preder to be an top walh by moscolar men.

Winston: | hke d fast, easy and anonymous, Thal's how

u ﬂ 'L‘ f " Like 1o do my drugs, too,
MCY Sushi Bar: Ths person wanled bo take mee bome and 1

sacd, “Yies." But, the minule wi gol there, all he
waned was o gomto my closel and iry on

dresges

Dana: Inferms ol wanling bo physically and seaally

Losndan® te the saloons on the trontiers of Brivish Colombia The chill aof this dorenate, (| has been wilth Wihite men. Il has

new repression was soon leltin the margins of the Empire, particularly in Anmeding oo Wil By my. arnreson: )
. - ' o Wiite men and | biee done his brough

emergent centres of Sodoamivisuch as Vancouver, and it came 1o be cmbod

i semal ways.

wed inits landscapes and architectures. In the tirst hall of the twentieth

century, these West Coast tovwns were hard [sit .'||'|I..| railway terminals wh Ming: | mel my pariner through & personal ad. i sad,

s
[ i “Slesk, 1048 | 1. hens, bow-mamnbe-
prestitution and other vice " including male and female homosexualite, was i T [T egt Sl e

5 1 nance seaks sngle male o mooal TLE.”
partially tolerated when it was ot oucright lourishing

Similar v more segregated cities i the Brivsh Empire, Yancouver, in the Atika: What does a lestian do alter ber first date’? She
brict [T wl since its inc Cpinn has s BaT I.{'LJ al il..,'.'l"[ fowir very 4,||H|;|1_'.'1I packs the U-haul and moves i with ber par-
homosexual or arpuably queer subculres: white male, primarilyv whine e
|l.'\|'|'.'||'|_ Chinese. and ahor |;:||I.1.r the latter twi i.l;"'\'\. |_'||.||'|||1_]1' L‘\'Iill'TIl { Jl‘ili_‘l Sushi Bar: The best part al relationships for me 15
marginalized social groups were sitwated around these divisions. ln the tron- hawing the securdy of knowing that when | go
tier tow s, there was remarkable spanal scereganon CapRCL 1ally herween sexual horme:, the make-up and dress comes off and
minoritics. Within every homeosesual underground there were discordant and the ghew parsanallly gonyBask o the claset,

thist fhere's somebody there who will scoepl

invisible nerworks that threatened 1o ;_'\.11||:-|Jl_' and hecome visible o broades

e | wehinl | am and listen 1o what | hase o

parlitical and coonomic factors permitted. In contrast to the formation al

|'|||I'|'|.'||'||'; '.'\.]'lll,-q_' [ihyY I.,'I'Ii_l:l'\.l_'\_ l|||_' "1||||_'!l_'n:_'|:I:|1-|._4_"'||_|,|r1.' ||||r'=1r|x|_'\|,|._|| [_ |1|||1_"\.-;
Crawfords: She refers to ther

b thal you pul your pa

: “one of those [itle
wkn,” And that it

k., chor nod pick f up

wret fined oner on he sidews
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If my
says he's

subcultore was established when 10,000 o 15,000 male workers were
crowded inta Vancouver alter the Trans-Canada railroad was completed. The

euieer margins of this Chinatown undoubtedly had culioral links to the large

wmnosexual enclaves in Gties ol China

Vancouver has a less overt history of state-sanctioned
sepreaa tion than many other cives in Morth Amernca, but the
fractuered invisibility of large networks of racial and sexual
minorities, indeed of much of the “gqueerscape” is remarkable
It is probably no coincidence that as the divisions described
ahowe began to break down over the last decade, a somewhai
|<_"\.-‘ |:II|I|L,1'r11f'EL, NOre SCx |_'l-.|\ii|'-.'1.' OUICET |_'lt|||l:i|.1'= I"::'h

emerged. But integration of these queer networks has only

just begun, and will remain appropriate only for particular

forms of communality, exchange, and erotic contact wherne
modicums ol equal power relationships, along lines ol
pender, race, language and ethnicity can be safeguarded

In l|||_' SAITIE e |-;| as ’.|'|-:: :||||.'l.'|'i|'|;|.: and |'-.'|r:i.1'. decalo-
mization of West Coast sexual minorities, Vancouver has
emerged as o centre for ilm and television production
cxporting queasy and obten pretentiously postimodern
|||\",h-':-|||§_3|q~. "|'|1-:,'4 iy is a maar world centre for the
praduction of the para-normal and tetishized paranoia, with
}'-::-x-. |'-"||-;||_|-;_’.|||||x of X-Files, The Chuter [ T and ||l'-.'lnll-c.".ln.'|\|' iy
some of the more celebrated corporate examples. This grow
gz un-Brivishness ol Britsh Columbia is increasingly atodds
with the construction of sexual identitics, including leshian
and pav, that remain rooted in .‘||'|',:||||'||1.:|l:' world views

The colonial landscape was built with systematic homo

.1|l||h|i_ Feprression I||||||.";|'| I|'!|' |wﬂ.‘|l|-::-|'- it '\l.'\l.l..-:i MM MErices

while, at the same time, open spaces provided places 1o hide
and tolerate mmority sexualities. In other words, West Coast

towns had the crucial combination of meredients for maki

queer public space: lots of forcst and cutdoor space in which
tor hide, and crammed towns, saleons, pubs, balls and raves in
which to make contact. And, perhaps more than most large
Miorth American cities, mmpant prostitution, and rezctions
ter it were major lactors in the formation ol Vancouvers
neighbourhoods Even today in port towns, beaches are
SUPrOEates [or muorne liticized formations of !_‘ll.||'||||. space,’”
They have hecome the fulcra tor social discourses and

contesimg boundaries, fram rLEsing o |_‘u.|||l:||. al demanstra-

tinns that typically go anin the centres of urban fabrics
Aleo, the iy police of these Pacific towns have been rela-
wvehy olerant of the public presence of sexual minorities, especially of the

white gay community, than ather forces in maor Canadian cities. Yancouwver

has, histonically, had less incidences of vinlent and organized harassment by
palice than Torontn and Montreal.

Im recent vears, the West Coast has been a destination tor international



Amber has suggesied that we carry a pair of
chopslichs bo pick tham up and put them into
tha garbage.

capital, in large part, because of the unsustainability ol the forestre, mining
Dr. Simon Ko: Mistrezses worry that their men will

saap around

and fishing scctors,” The Chinese “milux” is less about a tundamental change
in the pereentage of east Asians in the overall population as it is about the
shilt im economy Lo more expansive seclors of services” COMmLmICINGoNs Ming: | Erow that how you practise safer-se g amgor-

and culture. This flow contributes to the transformation of VYancouver into tant, weanng condoms and things hke that.
Haoweawer, ona of the mam thags s 1o reduce

what some, inclu ul Delany, have argued is a quintessentally posimod

i § 5 i i e number of pariness.
ern city.” Delany's argument is that cities such as Vancouver, which have been

peripheral 1o the colonial and modermst centres of power, can better nuriure Dr. Simon Ko: Wivas worry aboul thenr husbands

hybridity and diversity. Less optimistic Vancouverites are convineed that sleeping arourd when they go abroad, es
caally the: “astronaws.” They ask meto check

lior

wusally vl chsenses, Usually they

e quest para noid
Chao Xin: AlIDS i= al
Chima and Camada,

wdy @ problem in Hong Kong,

s | don't personaly know

much about o

Dana: | rermember the first tome that | heard about AIDS,
I think i was 1983, tweboe years ago. i was
somabody who | have known for twoenty odd

yaars. Hae fold mae, be dide't tall ma, be was

orying and | knew
Ed: | found out | was HIV-positve m 1502

Dana: | use 1o babysd him when be was a it boy
About a year ago, e was gettng wery sick
and asked i he could come and live with me
He thoughi he was going o die, and ha didn’y
want to die inoa hospital. | sad that would be
fme for him bo move inand dig in my homa

Ed: | was on my own during that Chrstmas and § was
readly a trying time. Hers | was just walking

around with having just learnt that | was HIV-
posstive, it was Chastmas and baing away from

. 1. ki e tamily and hawing no one here, Bt just mounts
power brokers are hell-bent on concocting "hctional histories” of the city )
i and mounis

re-iterating colomal lamasies as part ol new market e ||||n-,"\.,I

1 Winston: | wms in a double bind being an IV dr T
Despite continued attemprs to clude the colonial past and (neojoolonial ¥ w3 in a double bind baing ¢ drug s

. - ardd & gaw man, whesa the chancas of m
present public space on the West Coast remains cramped and uncomlortable d h!-ll L owa] .ﬂ.ll;:l ¢ I‘ : s of me
o : T . 5 possibly gabing = was a lot haghar,

for "minaritics” such as Chinese Canadians. There are many ditterent wavs of g
ke & Woler looks at how the culiure of Cathy: | can rememiar the tens it came off, the Barlin
Wall came down s0 | 2aid the rubber wall will

also coma down

mapping these disparities angl Blewding &
displacement and the establishment of tirst, second, and third (and more
peneration L hnese Canadian EXPETIEICE INLErsecls with the impacts of AlDS

Video |‘ll'1:l'L'i|.|l.'\ a Rt ularly strabcgic alrernative space 0 discuss those Dana: “fou navar know if semabody s 1eling you the
1RSI Tlll_‘ mlerw oven Inlervicws in .”.I:'ll.lnl.l Mtk & Woaler |-':_|_.||_|_' onlv a few truth about thair sexuad hegtary. ¥ou can ondy

i i r L4 that they

points but the lines connect and I.'l\'.':_'l."l IO Parsiing B0 SOmic trends and ;_'ll.l"'\i:'llll ope thet they are

s ot puist o |.|!l.' manerily” but for |.|'II.Z TERIIEHT b O 'U-'llll!'. Winstan: |'ve slepl with man l'\-’:"ll.'l'J.'E'Il:"ll:"ﬁ||:.'{JlL-"lkl'.ll
hlgh and IhE':.-".-;'i waned me 1o fuck thenm wath-
out 8 condom

The Uses of Video Maps (and AIDS Videos)

iy Mk & WY

Dana: There's no sale zone any more, i's Bue every-
or Tepresents a range ol under-discussed CHPOTIEnOes and beody's al rsk, everybody's al dandger

]

infarmation, in thres

ANGEUAET Atectively challenging the supremacy ol ; ;
o A b o AL L T R b Arika: | don't think there’ll ever be a teme, unlortunisteh,

that you can skop prodeching yoursell

Ed: Ouwr sewual sctivity = very sale because | would fes

ternible  he were nfected,. He's fested nega-

tve thraughaut our thres-year relationship
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Wiewading Wil & Woater: Sex o Thie Mo Waeld 1258

fviates sberea ] 196G IO T Engl

1 An emphasis on Cantonese acknowledges the culwre tha histor

Slandaring Exu

i 9k cally presvided the poimary source of Cheap labowr m the West, Mappahle
I ! i

chrecton: |

il W Ornisinal soundireck by cultaral space s created througzh the texture ol fragments of expenence; in
Fredersck and leet: Producers: Ming Chaing, [avina this mew cohesion, the video employs optimism, humoor, and sly camp tha

Chan, Mancy

L. Henry besa & Proviect of ASES extends the discourse into re al L and uselul discussions ol |‘-l'l:|l|l'.:I| LR

Vancouver Dsstrebution: Viden Clog Inter

Divcinihotion, Vancoiver, fas. (604587621 185, email

3. Thas argc e s based on the st soreening: o

L3l itk & Wialee: Sex T T Mewr Woarkif as X
Wil ANYS Comderence m laly 190 o VamCouver
Womge has also expressed plans o present the wewl

ik st 'I'l'\-lulul ity '\-l'lll IO i nrs

sl !l'-':_:;' WUTRICRTS 0 I|I< inmryIcsts 1l var
ous g ividimaks
See thie TEOD ancd 1ol €

the Burrard Inler, Mew Wes

h CHETR S T

mater and Yane

Islamed | divisions ( Mavonal Archives of Canada

Chitawal and Robert A M barald,| Madsng

itsh Crlumbaa Press

1 Richard Fungs, (i [ widows, [esroninn

Fungus Producooms/ Band) Hantt U enere lor

the Ans, 1995

Paul Hallaim, The Heok of Safom [Mew York

Yieren, 1959

6. Lamce

f omy. As a West Coast ALY video ik & Waler, even with s emphasis

Thye ttiee of Puldic Stace i Viowoneer { Towomns, alils an Chinese Camadians and mixed couples, s lar more inclusive and inspar
P . 3203 than many AlLS videos that speak mare about the past than the futare

T Larcbon Bren Inar Lanedscagses ol | does non Crpuale the e |-||".l-c:|||!|‘§|||!: of marzimalizations
vmdlawlul Chaes: Contlicts Aroane Temperate with the advernt of AllYS as CRPCTICTI cd by Chinese Canadians, b ! LAY TS
Eaindrest and Biodogrical Divverae i Pacihic Canad does not try to separate or negate ther synergies and overlapping locations
B eries al Exrapatin Conmiily & Ieleeilion] Enséranmsntal PPeeple om the West Caast who feel acute displacements in the Age ol All¥
Al 4031 1995, pp. 243249 like loss of health and nevworks of Treends, cannaot necessarly "share” or

4 Hased on the 1591 consis: the waal popula coLate ther pam with the -.||-|li.|-. cment o Chinese Canadians. Dot the
qioen ol ©Chinese A hinese Canaciam it the ciiy ol viden w nor specifically ahout Chinese Canadians, rather it is about sex in the

Vanc oirver has paobably d

o whili the tva Mew World, We all may be a hit displaced as sex migrants — butin differens

e oaf nnn-Fun s kgrromnmls

places, on ditterent blocks in those crade fronter towns, The gaps in the

nereased maps of warious Cxperences can el us mare about where we really are and
aul Delany, “Wancouwer as Posumaodern I|'|_'|,|||I s and '.'I""_:I'I|‘I'|Ii."\.ll| the l‘--I".'-.“-ul.‘. il than |§||"!I'\.I'.'-\.I'\-:il'.:|'- re-
ity Vo b trad e Pistoder 4 ity il marketed colomal mythologies of a past that never was
d Yancoueer » Arsenal Press

R0 |, e, 120 See T discussion of “peripheral Brent Inoram is from a West Coast family of diverse backgrounds involved
Cilkes onp 4 in the modern tounding of Vancouver, Victoria, and Prince Rupert. He has

[T r Bodely, “Plastic Linns Cate: & Shori worked extensively on Canadian government projects in China and
History of the Post Modern in Vanoome Indonesia, This article was supported by Canada Council Explorations
Architecture " Vinearer, Beproenting the Postisade grant, (ucersville.

by, B0 g, 2540 especially pp 3440



