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promotion, part government subsidies, with people and ugly and not-so-ugly buildings. a few

parks. What would the particular publicness of this “public’ art tell us? What would he the
narratives and the cumulative “statement’? The city as bad public art would tell us almost too
much about the politics of race, gender and sex. Like various kinds of weak story lines in porn.
there would be different venues of desire and satisfactions. There would be the narratives of the
storytellers and the experiences of the “subjects.” There would be a few well-anticipated cum

shots and lots of tension beforehand.

Thmh of an entire city or a neighbourhood as just one piece of bad public art: part corporate
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ore than any other city in Canada, Vancouver 1.

generated imageries and mythologiss of the svils of

cullural hybrdity, It was racially diverse Bar earlier than
amy ather majos city in Ganada. Vancowver's dark Skid Row
griftiness hios been exported throeghout Canada as the sign,
the inevitable outcome, of the mixing of the races and the
“dawnfall” of white domination, of the s of, Tor back of a
betteer world, “anglocentricing.” The shoved, squeszed and
panched centee of the ity has bean an an ssariong of
cultural autonomy, hvbridity and mulliculiuralism, on one hand,
and the Tutility of deplonng public space in any other way than
as |!!i|||||li'1'||-':"|| .||||,:-|-r|i'|| II:- II;-”"I-I!:- an |I|l- |I-‘_||I_'r_ I ng I_I_-|||.-i-__|"-|
aroinid social OEps, Tefolnses anel S alwavs siqenved o
el examined and reiterated through sexs and public naratives

o thaz erotic; newspaper arliches. court b s and urd

planning and design,

. British Columbia would soon mméllgﬁll!lg i

“the BLACK DICK.

rone of contention amund collure, aee, gender and sex has

Throwghout the listory ol Vancouser, the most exiremes

beszn the fve blocks on either side of Main Street, once called
1|l'||!:\|||:i!|hllll_ \\Ilil:l" ||||'1||'| I|.;|‘1' same {Il‘ |I|' I|'||I'|I:'\-\.| rafe :Il.
streed gang-related executions, prostitufion, heroin addiction
and new HIV infection i tada. This “ratten” core has been
referr ol vamous limes, as "l stiolland™ for its night lile
and brothels, “Chinatown™ and “lapantown™ for

ghettozation of Asians and as Hogan s Alley for & small but
||:|_||||-. chiverse sel of Afncan Canadian and Afncan Amercan
commurities crammed in with some fop houses thal werne 1o
beome western Canada's fist lesbian bars. 10would be naive
ey paaind Bhis oren, fodoy so painfully sgualid, as @ major centre

of cultural and political resistanee for the reconstrecting of a
Canada nol so gruesomedy lerad and racialired—especially
since many of the battles woere lost. But by living together, by
heing compressed while diff 5 of expetence wone ranely
callapsed, there was the 5 for more than the simple and
aften hateful naratives, mone than the reductions of the maoral
lessons of rmee and sex,

In THBE, when Vancowver was incorporated as @«
was already ||||_|||". wrulticacial, wath Chinook F154
spisken along with English. "British Golumbians,” in confrast 1o
“Canadians,” were largaly of mixed herilages. By THAT, th
were race fals |||1||-..=| ol by whiles, many of whom wera United
States citizens, pushing Chinese people east oul of whal s
today Gastown into a filthy rone of tidal marsh and garhage
Ghinatown, ag the place of “the other.” was bom. But al its
l:-riﬂil'lh. Chinatown was never more than aboul hall Chinese,
Thee ares also included Colestialland, the prir w:alion fof
vice in Pacific Canada, Trom saloons o brothels o homosaxaal
maating places, Hoon, the train station was localed nearby and

rativi: Skidd Row culture emerged from & portside “lodian
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Ranchene" Lol well into the twentieth
century, the majority of the woman in
British Columbia were of colour. The raling

dees perceivied a “shortage” of white women leading o
various programs 1o bring vountg women o British

Columbia—notalbly the bride ships from London, Bul (he

e |'||l"' '|.|II| WOmanm IIII'|'||II|I"|\.I\I"I an IIII|I|I|..III

was o persist bor decades, with subsaguent pressures o

miaki whiks womaen prriacrezabi w I whide men and 1o

separale racial grougs, T the el constroclions of Skid

Riww, wosmen of colour were targeded ina number of wans,
More than most Mot Amencan cilies, cerlanly o

N I!|!|II:II|I| (il!l, " Il:ll oy I:-III-III‘-I"- cily, II.|II'||:I e 5

lican. In

slricls™:

urbsan econamy was based, in part, «
L

lland. theere +

i BRI

aulside of some brothels we ups that wenl for hall
a tock. The movermint 1o

p working class white women from laking up

1 was an “anti-white slavery”

prossiilution, bul women of colowr were & different
matter—as long as they did nol produce heirs to white
men. In 1313, the backgrounds T the female prostitules
couver were 26.0%  hile CGanadians, 1.89%
black Canadians, 29.5% white L hom, 21.6% black LS

born, 19.7% norihwaestorn Eur

jailed in Var

w: [ and only 4 %

undetermined. The relatively high percentage of women

ich may have been because they

woere targeted, The number of women arested who were

amested who wers bla
citizens of the United Stales is infriguing, since they were
prsbably only in Vancouser lor sax work. As for Asians,

1 allowed entry inlo Canada

lem Chinese wom

{ b II'\.II:J”'. % L'l.i'-l.:h. 1\1llh|
el .

I i ity Budll so much on histeroseseal prostitution

hy then and when they did it w

lapanese women wera also o

the urban “lessons” often had 1o he made via the
punishment of homoesexoality. Inter-racial heterosaxual

contacl, though frowned wpon, was virtually ignored in

the public media, Punishing homosesualite became both

ncluil for the

Ihe means 1o asalt haterosaxuality and a o

Teally oo petiemanter imslesrculioral contact, Homosoaaalily,

the train station’
was located nearby

Sklﬂaﬂqw‘re

emerge frqm a
port-sid idll
ane erie.



and often treated as a threst o the order of the

H’h'lt! .||||!_ 3
militari=hc colony in the nineteenth century, came to be

sarle before World War 1 1 was
alsg in this period of heavy immigration, thal, Tor o lew bref

increasingly largeted in the de

Singh, who had come out
of the Freat Nnrthern Hotel, was

what today would be
called cruising, at the southeast corner of

West Pender Street and Columbia Street.
The detectives had clearly been come: on and caught me by the sl

decades, the |1'.:|||||i!'. |||:-|||||r||:i1||:'- of Vancouver was of
Hritish background. This majority was threstened when
World War | broke cul: many men enlisled, never 16 elum
Vancouwer's second boom cycle was coming to a close,
threatening 1o cause many of the people who had recently
amassed money o move on, [n e same period, the first
Matons intensified their reassertions of land ownership and

sovereignily until such court actions wene mads illegal

The (necleolonial project on the Pacific eoast of

Canads was looking like it was going to unravel. Panic

hroke out in 1914; it was the Sikhs from northern India who had
hagumn i|r||1|i-;;rultr|!_| e 1905 wheo became the largel, “the ather”—
ey’ than the black pimp
sedly “enslaving” white “girls” or the Chinese proprietors of

evien mare af & threat b |:||.|||-' "di

supp

the quarter's many opium dens, Like many of the incoming
warkers, the Sikhs who came were mostly wellHbuill, VO] TN
Ihe Sikhs were politically organized and some were asserlive of
their homoseuality, British Columbia would soon manufaciure its

reqgional version of the spectre of the black dick.

How does a new racialized fand racist), gendened and
miophabic discourse b

o new laver of suspect, “public” an? There has o be o bit ol a

gin 1o work its way into the city, making

. and in the absence of loday's rordc maedia, the

sites were the courls and the rewspapers, For Sikh males, thare

wag the construction af “the stranger” and later that of the

EONSPITACY.

the stranger

In the decade bafore World War | there was the

pracecupation with the “East Indian”™ male as aggressive
hamoseswal; for example, the 19089 case of Rex vs. Mar Singh. In
the months after the first large wave of Sikh immigration, Singh
was accused of “in prvale unlawlully attempt|ing] to procure the
imvirlving & white male
and later one of hwo undercover policemen, a Delective
MiDonald, A2 o'clock on the MOFNENG of Decemhear 12, 1904,
Singh, who had come out of the Great Northern Holel, was

cenmission of an act of gross indacency

waiting for sex. what today would be called cruising, at the
southenst comer of West Pender Street and Columbia Sireet, The
detectives had clearly been instructed to entrap.
"We had seen him there three or four nighls previows 1o
thal. That is wha! dréw our attention 1o

him this night in particular, | went over

across lha sireal to whers he was,
asked him what he was |:|||:-||-:| and he

told me to come along with him...

u. COURT: Does hae ERIEN LS Friegle
l. \IIE.‘M
| hesitated for a little while. He says

of the coat. | followed him. We waded
cross o vacant lot, o building that has
Iy tsrn dlinwn, He went behind the
Chinese Hospital down a stairway and
into a kitle allevway bebween v

buildings. Hix ook me over to the back of the hospital and
across e alleywey between Falsse Creek and Pander Streat.
The Chinese Hospital is back of the Mainland Transfes
{:|||r||_|;_||1l. s Slables.. He ook me in the stoop of the siahles
where the Transfer Company keep their horses, He took me
in behind a dray. Took off his coat and vest and pat it an the
back of the drav

0. Drav-wagon?

A. Yes.Then he starled to open my clothes, | kind of stopped
him a liitle from opeming my clothes, He took down his braces
and his pants and went down on his knees on the loor...

0. ME KENNEDY: That would be the lop of the fly?

A Yes in fact he had o buttons open, | put my hand on his
and then hie motioned to his mouth. Then | pushed him
away and made him get up and pul on his coal. He followed
mix &l lo this Chinese Hospital. He had a room thare.

0. COURT: You say he has a room thene?

A Yes five or six of them bad o room together

0. Before gaing inte where his rocm was you met

Detective Scoll?

R Yos.

The subseqguent defense questioning revolved arund questions

of intoxication and infent—especially as relaied 1o Singh's
vommand of English
“B....Did he say anything to lead you to think he wanied to
commil an acl of gross indecency?
A He said o mee bo eome on with him and asked me what
wis the matter.
0. Did he say anything?
R, He started o open aw pants up
ﬂ.. Iid he say anything?
A No.
0. So that what he did in vour estimation was the object that
this act be committed?
AW
izoat,”

Snon after. Singh wos alleged to have taken th

bz ot an his hands and ke amel Lok all his

olher dedectve fo

BUROERLINES i



his crowded . which he shared with ai least live other Sikh

men—one where “the window was very dirly™ and 1 Wils @

dim electric light coming in.” In tha trial, Singh had “nothing 1o

say,” which was the typical sign of resistance to the whole

entrapment and bribery systam of the time. Singh's sentence was

unclear, as was his subsequent tenure in Brtish Columbia
e Canada and move on o

Chances are he was allowed to |

another British colonial porl cily.

ihe conspiracy
One of the migre
bizare attempls o tap

fermpsic)

arcund “a

buggaery™ was made againsl

two Sikh males, This

episode sccurmed in the

months after e Mayvaduly
1914 cr

.Ju ] I_Iu IR EET i'li ¥ I\I FITNEIE] 148

15 54

rowsndling the

.lI.E||||| ||:'||I ||'| I:'II:-II:-.|IIII'|h (8]
sikh passengers, whao
hecawse of racist hysteria,
were nol allowed o

v, Lin
thi da
named under Bratish Columbia low, tned to “pick up” a while
{and most likely homoseseal), chaufleur in the bar room of the
Panama Hotel and o lake him ooa hotel room, The incident
slarfed oul '|‘||||'| ATy

tisembark in Var

Fehruary 2, 1915, or fendanis, who stll cannot be

wisalion focused on the Komagata Maru

mcidant and The whant’s relationship 1o the activism

-;||r|||;|r:|||'1|:| that wvenl, Thes was not exactly light cruising

chilchal and mayv have asplained the diver’s maotivalion in

bringing in an undercover policeman—probably Tor some kind
ol payment
The driver responded to the first defendant favourably; "he

me if 1 would like 1o fuck, That is just what he said 1o me,

1

and | said 'sure any old thing.”” They made

an appoint” for

later that afternoon, Becawse of potential police harassmeant al
thi: 51
at 11 p.m. that evening and at one point

wset, the appointment was changed to the Panama Hotel

chaulfeur informed
on the defendant—thus becoming immune o any police

prosecution stemming from the subsequent “fuck.” The police
appear o have been attempting lo target a broader network of
male homaosesual Sikhs—as o means of attacking activists, The
first defendant browght a fiend, a man identificd as having a

blue turban,” while the diver broughl o shor undercover

policeman with an Balian sumame=this would be important later,

Aer meehing ol Cordova and Carrell in Gastown, the four

proceeded .;!|4|.':-|,| the: Canadian Pacific Railway lracks a little on

the ather side of the I,:-"-||IE|'|:| Herres Steeel viaduct, Uthar ||lr|i|:l.'
officers were supposed o appear just before the men were to
“fuck” but they got fost in the darkness. The detective and the
wts hy the
liest defendant, “that Hindoo with the white urban on " which

drver pulled down their pants and were offered TS5 ¢

they gladly took, for sex with the wo of them, Alter exposing

heimsehes, the white men were supposedly offered “two dollars

stemming from ﬂfé Sl

every Bunday and v carfare hath ways to Central Park.”
The e

gorl of regular “ menage-a-trois” at Central Park with the detective

five claimed that tha first defendant proposed a

and the second defendant.

“| gt & shack.. he [second defendont] sl
don’t want to fuck, | will fuck you good.”

@ with me, if he

Hut the other police officers were late and the trap did ot go

inta effect as planned. The de
Hlapping half way up his back and then claimed that, soon after,
he was neardy raped by the first defendant

clive deseribed a large penis

; h informed
i ﬁfeﬁ [féT @Hhani—mus hecoming immune to

i

He s
Sunday we will give you two dollars each.” He said “you had

hetter take vour pants down,” S0 | snbuttcned my pants and

aid “we will pay seventy-five cents Tor the twa, but nexd

remaving my pants down my back, and [first defendant] came
ugs with his perds sifl in my back and pushed. As soon as |
saw that al my back | wmed around and held the accused by
the meck.”
But here the story gets Tuzzy. While scuffling, the defendanis wene
beaten and pistolswhipped; the first had his jow broken. The

details of this violence are oddly absent from the court

proceedings, There were also claims that the undencover

fective was well-known by the first defendant becowse the lirst

de

defendant was aclive in defs

s ol Sikhis being harassed by the

police and had previously been threatened by the same detective

The: Sikh community has setfled away from the older ethnic
enclaves, moving out to the suburbs. So loo howe many of
Vancowuer's Chinese-Canadians—ollen o relatively unilingual

sishurhs. Skid Row as Vancouver's orginal sone of eultural

hybridity, of intimate contact, is literally loxic, Just a coincidenc
Is the multiracial city essentially o slum? Hardly. Rather the festenng
namatives ancoded in this part of the aty an: difficall o ignone,

Will anv of these |'n||||;;||:ri||5| narratives, these conflicts

between a reduciionist “white™ porn and indefinite "noir”

investigation have a phvsical impact on the city? Do narratives of
sex g cculiural contact and place in the legal svstem effectively
erect barrers i cullural autonomy and selfdefinition? Most
probably, Or were those racist and homophobic fantasies just

“while” pom, just bad public art! The sla thing conbinues; so

deses The cireulation of drugs the onlby ||<'Ir|'i|I|:". 1] slul

|;;I!l1rr1“I:.I|l=I!-II and the new waves of historical obfuscation in

Vancowuver, newly identified as a "World Class Civ.” =
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