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Today, there are divergent approaches to building schools of architecture and planning –
especially related to developing curriculum that adequately addresses questions of social 
equity, sustainability, infrastructure development, and community protection from 
hazards (risks that are increasingly related to global change) – for both developing and 
developed regions of the world. My approach centres on expanded conversations around 
site planning, better integrating a wide range of scales, combined with interdisciplinary 
research methods including more science, critical social theory, and political economy. In 
this strategy for the School, planning and design can be recast as re-conceiving and 
contribute to the building of infrastructure. Today, architecture and planning create, 
maintain, and reconstruct (and can even undermine) various kinds of infrastructure – and 
notions of infrastructure are expanding to better include the social and the ecological. 
And in order create the shared things and places that people need, from shelter to public 
space to delivery of 'life support' such as freshwater, a renewed focus on site planning is 
necessary - and its biophysical, engineering, social and political economic dimensions. 
  
“Site planning,” includes concerns for  built and ‘unbuilt’ space and requires a wide 
range of design, planning, and policy-related interventions and practices for communities.  
Engagement in scales can span 1:500 to singular, built structures and outdoor sites to 
neighbourhood texture to regional policy (>1:50,000) and implementation. There are 
emerging design and planning challenges requiring new expertise and educational 
offerings. With these pressures, what are some implications for architecture and planning 
schools and a reinvigorated engagement in programming based on social participation 
and activism, spatial planning, and "interdisciplinarity"?  In degree programmes already 
full of material and expectations on students, how can expanded concerns around social 
equity, innovation, risk management, and sustainability be fully addressed in the 
curriculum? And in exploring the best strategies for maintaining and expanding support 
for the School, especially the funding dimensions, what are the implications for the 
School’s institutional relationships within in the University and in Southern Africa? What 
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are the implications for programme management in Schools such as at Wits where new 
educational needs coincide with those for defending and expanding older curriculum?  
What are the regional needs, for Africa and the Indian Ocean, for site planning that better 
links design, spatial decision-making, and community development practices in order to 
develop community infrastructure?   
 
Before I offer the School at Wits some recommendations, I want to review with you my 
most formative educational and institutional experience – and its constraints. I spent 
much of my life for twenty years in and around Wurster Hall, the College of 
Environmental Design of the University of California, Berkeley, and left as a massive 
building retrofit of Wurster Hall preoccupied the work there for a good part of a decade. 
The Wurster story can be seen as a metaphor for the new centrality of site planning in 
architecture, broader environmental design, and community development. This 
interesting and sometimes beautiful, modernist  (‘brut’) building was designed with 
inadequate site assessment and was built on a major earthquake fault. Whose 
responsibility was it that the building was placed on top of an earthquake fault? Probably 
no one office or individual, in the decisions about the building in perhaps the most 
optimistic phase of Modernism, during the 1960s. And the science was incomplete -- and 
remains so even today. So how can we build programmes and curriculums, today, that are 
more proactive, on one hand, while recognizing that decisions about sites and 
communities may never be as adequately informed as is necessary for any kind of 
authentic sustainability? 
 
At a time of unprecedented global change,  architects and planners are under pressure to 
be both more effective and comprehensive for social equity and sustainability as well as 
being more proactive to minimize risks of hazards to communities. So my problem 
statement in this discussion is that of how can we better educate architects and planners 
for critical and proactive site planning, that while highly spatial, fully engages with 
community development policy and practices? To develop educational strategies, we can 
explore pressures driving a shift to better assess spatial and biophysical aspects of sites 
for community survival. All of the 20th Century preoccupations of landscape architecture 
and heritage conservation, around protection of environmental amenities, continue to be 
relevant. The pressures to equitably respond to the needs of shifting arrays of social 
groups continue to intensify – especially for informal settlements and public space.  
 
Now, three emergent, 21st Century trends are also driving the refocusing of architecture 
and community development back on to site planning. 
 
1. Contemporary aesthetics have diversified with much of today’s site-based art weak on 
site planning – providing inspiration but few examples for communities. In this vacuum, 
architecture, urban design, and planning are under pressure to better deliver on a growing 
array of environmental standards. 
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2. For sustainability initiatives to be implemented, site planning that integrates higher 
levels of research,  cognizance, auditing, and monitoring is necessary.   
 
3. Expanding conversations on hazards prevention drive new kinds of research and 
design that re-examine conventional knowledge of stakeholders and local environments.  
 
What new kinds of knowledge are necessary for southern African architects and planners 
in order to respond to these persisting and emergent challenges? I begin to outline a list of 
expanded and additional kinds of education desirable in schools spanning architecture, 
planning and development policy. 
 
Vancouver & the Pacific Northwest Urban Corridor 
The Vancouver Peninsula has some of the highest populations densities and greatest 
disparities of wealth, consumption, health, and security in Canada. Sometimes presented 
as a model, the city has been associated since 2005 with the unfortunate term, coined in 
an article in the New York Times in 2005, of 'Vancouverism'. Vancouverism has 
something to do with higher density housing and pedestrian space but beyond these two 
characteristics of the core areas of most modern cities, the concept is vague and was used 
particularly ambiguously in the civic boosterism around last year's Winter Olympics. And 
skill set needed to implement the concept in Vancouver has been particularly daunting for 
architecture and planning professionals in the region. The following are three examples 
of current disparities in professional preparation in my home region. 
 
Design of & Planning for Green Roofs 
For nearly 13 years, I have worked in and advised Vancouver’s first formally planned 
and permitted green roof that has been combined with housing. While we have had some 
successes, the green roof and many others nearby are far from "sustainable." Due to a raft 
of pressures, most notably  from the ambiguity of the original concept and what little of a 
covenant existed with the City of Vancouver, little of our work could survive the decade. 
For these green roofs to truly contribute to sustainability and for them to contribute to 
social needs for public space, involvement of professionals (and activists) with better 
preparation in some of the following research & design approaches is needed: 

 roof engineering typologies; 
 roof retrofitting typologies, best practices and standards; 
 water and soil management technologies; 
 sources and provenances of plant material and documentation related to local 

environments, microclimates and sites;  
 agro-ecosystems: ‘permaculture’ versus annual-crop driven production (and in 

between) container gardening movements & cultures; garden aesthetics and 
‘multiculturalism’; 

 ecosystem management and (human) organizational development models for 
green roofs;  

 pest management; and 
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 urban planning strategies and typologies especially related to responsibilities and 
covenants. 

 
Planning, Designing & Developing Entire Sustainable Neighborhoods  
(And Revisiting ‘Vancouverism’ or What is so sustainable about towers in Vancouver?) 
Two conversations have been especially obscured and largely silenced with 
Vancouverism. First, there has been a long history of West Coast wooden shack and 
squatter architecture with deep roots in social movements. Secondly, Vancouver is a 
major Canadian and global centre for intellectual activity around Native, 'aboriginal', and 
indigenous cultures, movements and governments. As the rhetoric goes, the large 
'Vancouveristic' projects have functioned to erase unresolved claims about "stolen land." 
So with hundreds of monotonous new towers, most designed overseas such as large 
automatic studios in Manila, How do these higher densities actually contribute to 
sustainability if they do at all? Much more empirical research, design review, and 
auditing are needed to even confirm that such so-called "ecodensities" contribute to 
sustainability. One harbinger is Vancouver’s Olympic Village the largest single 
sustainability project so far seen in North America involving $500 to $700 million of 
public and private financing. With falling sales and prices, the City of Vancouver now 
stands to lose $200 to $300 million of taxpayer money – putting other city programs and 
infrastructure at risk for a decade or more. And this kind of 'public-private partnership' 
with an Iranian-Canadian consortium that went into insolvency will never be considered 
(or backed by municipal investment) again. So for this sustainable transitions for entire 
neighbourhoods, what are some more viable financing models for community 
development especially when financing for creation of entire communities is increasingly 
difficult to obtain? To explore badly needed possibilities professionals and policy-makers 
with preparation in the following research & design approaches needed: 

 local vernaculars & community design histories; 
 urban design reviews; 
 certification programs (building on LEED and Sustainable Landscapes) and more 

supple sustainability indicators and milestones; 
 sustainability auditing (over time);  
 diversifying financing models and heightened standards for due diligence 
 urban land economics and political economy; 
 technology assessment and management and maintenance for sustainability 

technologies; 
 assessment of technologies and materials in terms of local conditions and climate 

and global change; 
 organizational and community development related to large residential 

developments;  
 ecosystem management (including for public space, open space and green roofs); 

and  
 retrofitting design and reconstruction.  
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Urban environmental history,  
public art & cultural infrastructure for neighborhood development 
With so much historical erasure in core areas of cities such as Vancouver, the re-insertion 
of heavily edited 'public' art, as a kind of agitprop light for neoliberalism, is highly 
attractive and problematic -- even for contrarians and activists. For example, the 
temporary and now decaying work by Berlin-based artists, Köbberling & Kaltwasser, the 
2010 The Games are Open is adjacent to the Olympic Village neighbourhood. There are 
some serious problems with the site-planning. The binder in the recycled wheat 
chipboard, with which the symbolic bulldozer was constructed, is toxic.  MDI, a glue 
which consists of 6% of the total mass of the panels, is now flowing into and degrading 
the adjacent habitat restoration areas particularly because of the highly problematic 
asphalt underneath the piece recently laid by the artists. Public art, no matter how well-
meaning and creative, cannot be established outside of urban design and sustainability 
permitting and design reviews (but was) and the following are some of the kinds of 
research and design approaches that could prepare professionals to avert the same kinds 
of problems in the future: 

 research on the environmental impacts of materials; 
 environmental impact assessment for site-based art; 
 documentation of development, review, and permitting of site-based works; 
 design and construction documentation;  
 broader and more critical local histories; 
 teaching biology, ecology, and scientific methods in art and design schools; and  
 revisiting ‘landart’ theory and art that intervenes in ecosystems. 

 
Regional Ecosystem Recovery Strategies & Site Planning Spanning Rural and 
Urban Areas 
Over the last two decades, architects and planners have been increasingly involved in 
finding ways for human settlements to coexist with local species and ecosystems. Urban 
and landscape design and land use planning, as part of ecosystem  recovery strategies, has 
become a huge field that unfortunately is too often dominated, these days, by biologists 
under-educated and ill-prepared for grappling with the problematic interactions of site, 
spatial, and policy issues, across urban cores, suburbs and adjacent regions, that in turn 
often warrant in-depth stakeholder analysis. Few designers and planners, and  even fewer 
biologists, are prepared in their educations for the necessary levels of the social sciences 
and critical theory, especially in relationship to acknowledging and working with 
marginal stakeholders, as well as critical theory. To insure that these ecosystem recovery 
initiatives, that create links between and begin to reorganize jurisdictions and decision-
making frameworks, some preparation in the following research and design approaches 
are needed: 

 spatial planning from 1:50 to 1: 5,000; for critical habitat and vulnerable species 
(and densifying urban and suburban communities); 

 site based, environmental impact assessment;  
 landscape ecology and ecosystem management; 
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 ethnography, environmental histories, and cultural landscapes;  
 community education and participation; 
 traditional knowledge; 
 stakeholder analysis; 
 legal history and case law;  
 control of invasive species; 
 ecosystem recovery strategies and typologies;  
 governance and integration of frameworks of site planning for both environmental 

conservation and community development; and 
 models for linking community economic development with environmental 

conservation.  
 
Community planning and design initiated by indigenous & tribal communities 
As with many growing metropolitan regions, urban and regional planning is increasingly 
required to acknowledge indigenous and other tribal communities many of which have 
unresolved claims over land and resources and emerging governments with overlapping 
jurisdictions to conventional states. From Vancouver to Johannesburg, there is a wide 
range of discourses from well-defined indigenous groups at extreme risk to fairly 
cosmopolitan and urban, tribal communities that increasingly exist in and are 
reconstructing neighbourhoods. Much of my work has involved exploring the 
implications of the expanding rights of indigenous and other tribal communities to free, 
prior and informed consent over development and decisions affecting their lands to urban 
design and land use planning and design as part of community development. Much of this 
work has been inspired by growing up as a mixed-race person on Stelly’s X Road with 
Tsartlip Indian Reserve in Brentwood Bay, British Columbia. This road, as a contentious 
line, only began to be desegregated in 1960 (with exceptional levels of poverty and lack 
of municipal services well into the 1970s), has seen a remarkable amount of tribal and 
municipal activism and rancour with a vague amount of reconciliation. In contrast, my 
work around the Haida Gwaii has seen a progression towards autonomy, local 
government, and management of traditional lands and resources (in the context of 
environmental degradation) -- with huge implications for localized forms of land use 
decision-making and architecture. In preparing a new generation to deal with a range of 
issues and implementation details and best practices, preparation in some of the following 
research and design approaches is needed: 

 research to assess modern social and institutional histories; 
 traditional ethnographies extending to language;  
 governance theory and co-management and joint management theory; 
 ethnographies of local cultures, vernaculars and and architectures; 
 demographics and public health trends; and 
 development models combining tourism and conservation. 
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Stakeholder Analysis:  
Sexual Minorities, Public Space, and Community Development 
My work around design and management frameworks for the physical aspects of public 
space has been particularly rewarding (and contentious). This work has extended to 
monitoring local discourses and decisions around monuments and markers (such as 
around repressions and AIDS), conflicts over public sex, strategic social sites for 
particular groups, and constructed visibility in public space. My formative experiences 
were in observing open space in Vancouver and San Francisco in the late 1970s and early 
1980s where more civic resources were put into suppressing a bit of affection between 
individuals of the same gender when risks of violence to women continued to be 
neglected. Fortunately, this very homophobic and misogynist   period is over for most 
cities though today many groups of women and sexual minorities, often marked as 
members of ethic and language minorities, continue to be at risk. The most interesting of 
these projects in recent years has been to work with graduate students monitoring 
municipal planning and design decisions for Dubai's Open Beach at Jumeirah. And new 
social, cultural, political, and design questions continue to emerge. Last year, I co-
convened a conference on these questions at American University in Washington, D.C. 
and hope to edit a provocative anthology in the coming year or two. So to prepare a new 
generation of planners and designers for engaging in decision-making frameworks around 
public space with new issues around marginalisation and safety, more of the following in 
already packed curriculum is needed:  

 cultural studies & critical social theory around gender, sexual minorities, and 
public space (and language and other ethnic groups); 

 legal studies especially around both policing and design interventions in public 
space; 

 stakeholder analysis; 
 design programming for strategic and symbolic social sites; 
 crime analysis including violence and vandalism; demographics & public health 

trends; 
 urban planning and design theory for public space related to decision-making and 

political economy 
 cultural studies & critical social theory especially around formal and informal 

interventions involving designers and policing; and 
 demographics & public health trends. 

 
Image, text & ideology in the public open spaces of Rome 
Since I was a doctoral student, I have been fortunate to have been able to live in Rome 
for a total of five years. Delving into the dynamics of text, imagery, and social conflict in 
the city's increasingly gentrifying neighbourhoods and public spaces, as the role of 
consumer culture and new forms of visual language has emerged, has been baffling but 
often a pleasure. While the visual conversations in Rome's public space can be especially 
lively, this work has often documented the increasing penetration and re-packaging of a 
diverse set of social relations (religious, national, commercial) as funnelled into global 
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consumer culture.  As for making more sense of the various issues from graffiti to 
historical preservation to design aspects of signage, preparation in the following 
activities, combining research along with planning or design, is needed:  

 cultural studies and critical social theory especially around sense of place and 
tourism; 

 street art and public art; 
 policing of public space; 
 restoration and control of vandalism; 
 public communication venues in open space & urban design (and stakeholder 

analysis); and 
 design programming and local resident decision-making around public space. 

 
The Sahel region of West Africa 
I spent much of three years of my life working for United Nations in the Sahel countries 
assessing how communities were coping with a prolonged drought. In 1991, I exhibited 
some of this work in an exhibition at the Royal Institute of British Architects entitled 
Gardens of Despair where I explored innovative, Tuareg response to desertification. The 
emphasis of this work was on how communities were adapting older vernacular to new 
challenges -- in combination with greater flow of ideas and technologies. I  very much 
continue to engage in and value these kinds of 'post-vernacular' studies that reposition 
impoverished communities, in poorer continents such as Africa, not as victims (or 
primarily as recipients of international aid) but as innovators even in contexts of 
exceptional despair. To prepare a new generation of designers, planners, and policy 
analysts for engaging in and working with field research, some preparation in the 
following fields are necessary: 

 ethnographies and environmental histories; 
 studies of local vernacular designs and sustainability practices;  
 demographics & public health trends; 
 contemporary responses to changing environments; and 
 cultural theory around innovation in indigenous and tribal societies. 

 
The Arabian / Persian Gulf Region 
Over the last decade, I have had the pleasure of working in relatively tranquil and affluent 
parts of the Middle East often within a few hours of driving from Dubai. In Dubai, itself, 
I have been concerns with divergent approaches to heritage neighbourhoods, and 
associate social and ecological infrastructure. For example, the contrasting treatments of 
two of the older neighbourhoods of Dubai, Bastakaya and Satwa, illustrate the 
tremendous pressures to turn a few areas of preservation into forms of theme parks while 
largely discarding traditional ecological (and social) infrastructure in favour of volatile 
global market relationships. This work has often focused on monitoring the demise of 
traditional Arab pedestrian walkway, what are termed in the local dialect of Arabic as 
sikkas, as automobile-centred urban textures have come to dominate. As a respite from 
my studies in the Dubai region, I have had the pleasure of conducting research in 
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exceptional examples of small-scaled Arab urbanism such as at Misfat Al A'briyeen in 
the Hajar Mountains of Oman, a high-density agricultural community that has proudly 
maintained traditional sustainability infrastructure and related knowledge. Preparation for 
a new generation of preservationist planners and designers education in some of the 
following  research topics and design processes are worthwhile:  

 critical methods for inventory local building and urban vernaculars and older 
resource conservation (sustainability) practices; 

 historical and contemporary design and planning frameworks;  
 cultural studies and history; 
 analysis of social use of public (and private) space (often related to particularly 

gendered demographics); and 
 a governance theory and political economy for informal, illegal, and immigrant 

neighbourhoods. 
 
The Gulf Region:  
Environmental Planning & Design For Conflicted Jurisdictions 
A graduate student drew me into some issues at Dibba on the disputed border of Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates. There, the Makbarat al Sahabi, a historic battlefield and 
cemetery straddling the border of the United Arab Emirates and Oman, is of considerable 
significance in the history of the early years of the spread of the Islamic faith. But with 
the lack of a framework to share decisions between the local governments of the 
sheikhdoms of the United Arab Emirates and the Sultantate of Oman, especially to 
discuss divergent views on the significance of religious sites, the integrity of the 
Makbarat al Sahabi historical landscape was recently compromised with the 
development of a large spa. With so many border areas and disputed jurisdictions in 
southern Africa and throughout the world, preparation in some of the following research 
and design approaches are necessary: 

 environmental impact assessment and site planning; 
 heritage landscape conservation theory and precedents;  
 local religious and cultural history; 
 political and jurisdictional history; and 
 contemporary governance and decision-making frameworks (and religious 

dynamics) especially related to disputed locales. 
 
South Asia: 
Conservation of heritage landscapes and forest in Pakistan and India 
In the last decade, I had a ongoing involved in a consortium of groups seeking to develop 
a plan for the conservation of and social development in the Salt Range between Lahore 
and Islamabad. My work began focused on forest conservation and cultural landscapes 
and shifted to a broader consideration of the legacies of the Mughals as a precursor of 
even more cosmopolitan systems of knowledge around sustainability in higher-density 
settlements. Sadly, few of the Mughal garden in Pakistan has been restored and are well-
maintained. By contrast, these historic sites in India are a major source of tourist income. 
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For example, the irrigation system of the gardens of Humayan’s Tomb in Delhi was 
recently reconstructed by a foundation funded by the Aga Khan Foundation and begins to 
illustrate a mode of cultural and technical blending and innovation far more sophisticated 
that what was taking place at the time in Europe. And like the Western master-planning 
that was to come, there were spectacular failures. For example, Fatehpur Sikri, in south-
western Uttar Pradesh on the frontier with Rajasthan, was the celebrated planned capital 
of the Mughal Empire. Yet the city was abandoned after fourteen years. The former 
lakebed that was the water source for the city of Fatehpur Sikri is thought to have dried 
up and this lake of water, along with a fascination with the cosmopolitanism of early 17th 
Century Lahore, contributed to the abrupt abandonment of the city. To learn more from 
both the continuum of these forest, gardens, and neighbourhoods, and to apply lessons to 
contemporary conservation as well as contemporary communities, preparation in some of 
the following topics and design approaches is necessary: 

 architectural and cultural (and political) history; 
 forest and landscape ecology; 
 demographics and sociology (and impacts on communities of heritage 

conservation); 
 contemporary frameworks for decision-making for conservation and restoration 

(and local political economies); and 
 funding models for conservation and operation of heritage sites. 

 
Towards architectures of sustainability on developing coasts 
I grew up in island development contexts on the West Coast of  Canada that have 
embodied rich tensions between needs for both better infrastructure and environmental 
conservation. In this way, my doctoral research investigated community-based 
development and conservation initiatives, as part of processes of 'decolonisation', in three 
different parts of the Pacific Rim (and Indian Ocean).  I worked with traditional healer 
also engaged in locally-based land use planning and conservation initiatives near the 
village of Matatonan, on the island of Siberut, in Sumatera Barat in Indonesia. And in the 
same period and in the decade after queried the land use planning, development 
initiatives, and local conservation efforts on Fergusson Island, in the D'Entrecasteau 
Archipelago, in Milne Bay Province of Papua New Guinea. My third example involved 
the Haida Nation of the north coast of British Columbia. These communities and their 
creative initiatives continue to be vulnerable and to prepare a new generation of planners 
and architects to listen to and work with communities such as these, the following are 
some relevant engagements in research and design: 

 island and coastal ecology; 
 demographics and sociology of indigenous and tribal communities and minority 

languages; 
 ethnographies of traditional knowledge and local land management and 

vernacular design practices; 
 contemporary institutional histories and related law; 
 community participation models (for planning and design);  
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 governance frameworks and theory;  
 stakeholder analysis; 
 modeling environmental change; 
 conservation planning theory (linked to community development theory); 
 trade-off analysis; 
 planning and design at multiple scales;  
 monitoring and auditing; and 
 local forms of participation, discussion, and 're-imagining' (localize forms of 

'charettes').  
 
Over the last decade, my attention has shifted to coastal communities at risk from global 
change including urbanized areas such as the city of Malé in the Maldives (which I 
discuss in my teaching but have not visited). Many low-lying islands and other coastal 
areas are increasingly at risk and the infrastructure of numerous large cities, on or closer 
to continents, are at risk from sea level rise, storms, and more extreme temperatures and 
patterns of precipitation. Preparation for assessing and retrofitting urban areas to sustain 
themselves through uncertain times is perhaps the greatest weakness in the curriculums of 
architecture and planning schools in the world today with more educational offerings 
needed in the following topics: 

 increasingly diverse kinds of modelling of environmental change (and review of 
outputs and implications for communities); 

 modelling for economic and public health risks; 
 retrofitting architecture and infrastructure;   
 stakeholder analysis; 
 technology assessment; 
 financing protections from hazards; 
 trade-off analysis; and 
 spatial planning and design at multiple scales. 

 
Conclusions: 
Nurturing innovative research & design for sustainable communities in schools of 
architecture and planning 
The kinds of site planning of landscapes and neighbourhoods necessary for adequately 
serving communities, including more proactive from hazards and  threats to public health, 
require that architects and planners engage in a wider range of disciplines – and modes of 
research and design. In these uncertain times, policy, planning, and design are only as 
effective, in serving needs of housing, public space, and other forms of infrastructure, as 
the extent of the research and subsequent implementation, construction, and management 
at the site level.  
 
The crisis ideograph in Mandarin consists of the character for danger followed by that of 
opportunity as in ‘danger-opportunity’. To belabour the clichés of that celebrated Chinese 
ideogram for crisis, the individuals who come to Witwatersrand to be considered for the 



Gordon Brent Ingram  
Notes for the May 26th, 2011 presentation to the  
School Of Architecture And Planning, University Of The Witwatersrand 
Planning For Uncertain Times:  
Fostering Higher Education for Innovative & Sustainable,  
Architecture and Community Development for Southern Africa 
 

12 

Search for the new Director are presenting various  strategies on how to better prepare 
professionals and scholars to turn intensifying ‘crises’ into ‘opportunities’ for community 
development and security. In closing, I want to leave you with an image, that can be used 
as something of a metaphoric goal for architecture and planning schools for the coming 
decade – focused on building modest, safe and liveable communities that in this way are 
sustainable. This vision is a major departure on the recent over-emphasis on producing 
‘starchitects’ and large, iconic buildings.  
 
The Norwegian painter, Edvard Munch is most known for his iconic 1893 painting, The 
Scream. The painting has also become symbolic for the kind of chaos and despair that 
designers and planners attempt to alleviate and preclude (but that can often prevail in our 
own offices). But Munch painted a wider range of experiences. Less than a year before 
painting The Scream, he portrayed a far different vision in Kiss By The Window. The 
neighbourhood of Kiss By the Window is safe, communitarian, and allows for an array of 
private and public space. But that ‘space’ was probably not so affluent in terms of most 
privileged sectors of today’s global consumer society. For me, this vision could represent 
goals for southern African architecture and planning for community development. In the 
coming years, these kinds of modest goals for community, prosperity, and liveability will 
be as central to designs for sustainable communities as new technologies and expensive 
and supposedly iconic, ‘public-private’ developments that in turn warrant increasing 
scrutiny and re-imagination. 
 

* 
Sites with documentation on this work  
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/  
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/scholarship  
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/studiesdesigns   
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/theterminalcity   
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/sahel  
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/oscurita  
 
 
The text and graphics for this presentation are posted near the top of the site, 
www.gordonbrentingram.ca/ . 


