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FIGURE 9.1. Aerial view, West End, Vancouver, BC, showing Stanley Park (upper left).

rubric of identity politics, but also was part of claiming particular spaces,
territories, and resources (Ingram 1997a).

While the West End barely had ghetto-like traits in terms of general
forms of marginalization, stigmatization, cordoning, and related forms
persecution, the term obfuscated more nuanced and localized processes
of community formation and transformation of public space that hold
more resonance to queer movements and initiatives of today. However,
it was clear that the ghetto metaphor held exceptional currency in build-
ing one of the first of the more diverse and gay- and lesbian-“friendly”
neighborhoods in Canada, one that for a time had some of the largest
concentrations of active and self-identified homosexual males in North
America. At the same time, the use of the term “ghetto” in the 1970s
and 1980s paralleled and often obscured a male gendering of the area.
To put it simply, the West End “worked” for nearly three decades as a
ghetto as defined by early gay rights and gay liberation but was almost
an anathema for lesbian feminism. Revisiting the idea of the ghetto al-
lows us to re-examine queer demographics and use of public space as
forms of physical as well as cultural relationships (only partially defined
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