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1
Introduction:
Chaotic times for LGBTQ 
spaces & new needs for 
community planning
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The central question in this discussion is 

How can we query contemporary culture to 
more fully identify needs, pressures, and 
opportunities for new queer infrastructure 
especially for the more vulnerable 
LGBTQ2S populations?
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2
Problem statement:
Reimagining care as 
infrastructure as 
planning goals
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Tom of Finland picture book
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Queer infrastructure exists to facilitate 
the care necessary to maintain the following 
interactions and related self-sufficiency:
"community" ;
demographics especially health;
networks;
conviviality;
needs;
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erotic expression;
cultural expression;
mutual aid;
support systems;
events such as demonstrations, festivals, 
and dance parties;
entertainment and cultural spaces;
repair;
businesses; and
political economies.
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3
Protecting, expanding & 
diversifying 
queer infrastructure
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One of the most difficult aspects of 
beginning to conceive of planning for 
queer infrastructure is encompassing the 
diversity of functions, 
combinations of functions, 
durations, 
dependent / client populations, and 
scales present today and
scales that are necessary for the future.



The LGBTQ Center of Southern Nevada, Las Vegas
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the blue polyethylene tarp ubiquitous in indigenous communities in 
the northern half of North America
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1967 
PRIDE 
(Personal 
Rights in 
Defense and 
Education) 
led hundreds 
in protest 
of a police 
raid on the 
Black Cat 
bar in 
Los Angeles
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4
Infrastructure for 
LGBTQ2S populations as 
part of ecological life 
support 
(in a climate emergency)
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After COVID and as gentrification 
intensifies, the ‘name of the game’ for 
the majority of  LGBTQ2S populations 
will be survival, housing, economic and 
professional development, and migration 
away from environmental emergencies.
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“I am currently trying to find a place to rent in LA area. I am an 
IHSS worker and will be trying to make amateur / onlyfans / 
justforfans porn while in LA so if you can help me out with 
finding a place to rent please message me. Like many 
Californians right now, I have lost my home to a fire and am 
currently homeless. Several family members also lost their 
homes, so we are sharing hotels.”
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5
Queer life support as 
decolonial & reparative 
processes
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Decolonial and reparative initiatives (and 
liberation movements) have been working, 
and often successful, for over a century. But 
repair has often been slow for both the most 
under-served and vulnerable of LGBTQ2S 
populations and for minority erotic communities 
more generally. How can planning for queer 
infrastructure be part of more squarely challenging 
chronic violence and inequities?
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6
Data sets for identifying 
emerging needs & desires 
for new queer 
infrastructure
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7
Re-imagining for 
planners:
Contemporary culture
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In the kinds of pressurized contexts where 
expanded queer infrastructure is desperately 
needed, fantasy and other forms of cultural 
express can function to make conceptual 
and experiential 'space' to find, defend, 
transform physical space, fiscal resources, 
and organizational frameworks.
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8
Imagining queer 
infrastructure as 
"Regenerative Interactive 
Zones of Nurturing"
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9
Planning consultation as 
communal reimagining
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Communal imagining exercises, as planning 
workshops, are increasingly necessary and 
involve more creative and community-based 
events and ongoing relationships. These 
exchanges will be well-documented, on-line, 
but post-COVID, there are increasing 
pressures for more physical contact.



Gordon Brent BROCHU-INGRAM, KEXMIN field station * March 19, 2021
Queer Space/Queering Space, College of Architecture, Art, and Planning, Cornell University
Reimagining Queer Infrastructure: 
Planning for ecologies of care (in a decolonizing world during multiple emergencies) 



Gordon Brent BROCHU-INGRAM, KEXMIN field station * March 19, 2021
Queer Space/Queering Space, College of Architecture, Art, and Planning, Cornell University
Reimagining Queer Infrastructure: 
Planning for ecologies of care (in a decolonizing world during multiple emergencies)

10
Advocating for new queer 
infrastructure: 
Some goals & practices
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We can envision new queer infrastructure as 
mutual aid. "Mutual aid projects are a form of 
political participation in which people take 
responsibility for caring for one another and 
changing political conditions, not just through 
symbolic acts or putting pressure on their 
representatives in government, but by actually 
building new social relations that are more 
survivable." Big Door Brigade
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11
Conclusions:
Infrastructures of queer 
repair & imagination
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If we are going to protect the queer 
communities that have nurtured us while 
providing more space and services to the 
most vulnerable and under-served 
LGBTQ2S communities, we will need 
to listen more carefully to each other, find 
deeper inspiration and compassion through
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the exchange of experiences embodied in 
contemporary culture, use a wider array of data 
sets more precisely and creatively, and find 
new ways to celebrate life together (and  in 
ways that won't make us sick)...which means 
that we have a lot of creative and collective 
work ahead of us in the coming months and 
years.
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A copy of the paper written for this 
presentation will be available upon request 
in early April.
studio@gordonbrentingram.ca

Facebook: 
Gordon Brent BROCHU-INGRAM

mailto:studio@gordonbrentingram.ca

